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THE 

WOMAN'S  PRESS 

600  Lexington  Avenue  NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 


PLaza  3-4700 


January  6,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 


dear  Mrs.  Speer j 

I  cannot  tell  you  how  happy  I  am  that  you  are  satisfied  with  Dr.  Mott's 
tribute  to  your  husband.  I  debated  a  long  time  before  deciding  whether 
or  not  to  refer  to  you  elsewhere  in  the  magazine,  and  then  decided  that 
you  would  probably  prefer  not  to  have  me  do  so. 

We  are  sending  the  copies  of  the  magazine  as  you  requested,  with  a  post¬ 
card  announcement  like  the  enclosed.  I  hope  that  this  will  seem  in 
good  taste  to  you. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  give  you  at  least  fifty  more  copies  of  the  maga¬ 
zine,  and  more  if  you  want  them.  I  think  it  would  be  too  expensive  for 
you  probably  to  have  reprints  made.  I  am  going  to  keep  your  oheck,  much 
as  I  hate  to  do  so,  because  it  would  seem  ungracious  perhaps  to  return 
it.  But  please  forget  about  any  other  money  in  connection  with  the 
additional  copies;  it  is  little  enough  for  the  YWCA  to  do  under  the 
circumstances • 

I  hope  very  much  that  you  will  let  me  know  when  you  come  to  New  York, 
as  I  should  very  much  appreciate  having  the  opportunity  to  see  you. 

I  will  find  out  about  the  Dorothy  hayer  boox  to  which  you  refer, ^and 
will  be  particularly  glad  to  do  so  as  I  am  just  now  reading  her  "Un¬ 
popular  Opinions",  which  is  giving  me  pure  and  unmitigated  joy. 

Very  sincere ly  yours, 

Y.O- 


EB:ld 


Mrs .  E| 
Editor 


zabeth  Bradley 


P.S.  Will  you  let  me  know,  please,  whether  you  would  like  to  have  me 
send  the  additional  oopies  to  you,  or  whether  you  would  like  us  to  do 
the  mailing  for  you?  I  have  a  volunteer  friend  whom  I  am  sure  would 
be  glad  to  do  the  addressing. 


National  Board  of  the  Young  Womens  Christian  Associations  of  the  U.  S.  A. 


Otye  ‘Unitefc  (£ljurrt|  of  (fanalia 

BOARD  OF  OVERSEAS  MISSIONS 

299  QUEEN  ST.  WEST 


Chairman 

PRES.  WALTER  T.  BROWN.  M.A.,  PH.D..  LL.D. 

SECRETARY 

VERY  REV.  JESSE  H.  ARNUP.  EA^D.D. 


TORONTO  2  B.  CANADA 

December  16th,  1947 


ASSOCIATE  SECRETARY 

REV.  D.  H.  GALLAGHER.  B.A.,  B.D..  LL.B. 


Rev.  Chas.  T.  Leber,  D.D. , 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions, 
Presbyterian  Church  in  U.S.A. , 
156  Fifth  Avenue, 

New  York  10,  N.Y. 


Dear  Dr.  Lebers- 

Word  of  Dr.  Speer’s  death  did  not  reach  us  early  enough  to 
enable  us  to  be  represented  at  any  memorial  service  but  we  3hare  with 
you  the  3ense  of  loss  in  his  passing.  Dr. Speer  was  the  greatest 
inspirational  figure  I  have  known.  His  addresses  at  Student  Volunteer 
Quadrennials  still  ring  in  my  heart.  What  impressed  me  more  than  his 
oratory  was  the  freshness  with  which  he  always  spoke.  I  have  heard  him 
conduct  devotional  exercises  at  the  Foreign  Missions  Conference  which 
were  so  fresh  and  original  that  they  seemed  to  come  out  of  the  very 
centre  of  his  being.  He  was  also  a  great  Christian,  one  of  the  most 
Christian  men  I  ever  knew.  I  am  glad  to  have  known  him.  I  shall  look 
forward  to  meeting  him  again. 

Please  accept  for  yourself  and  the  Board  the  sympathy  of  all 
of  us  here.  Dr.  Armstrong  wishes,  I  know,  to  be  specifically  identified 
with  that  wish. 


Sincerely  yours. 


JHAsM 


ROLLINS  COLLEGE 

WINTER  PARK,  FLORIDA 
HAMILTON  HOLT,  PRESIDENT 


KNOWLES  MEMORIAL  CHAPEL 


January  12,  1943 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer, 

You  hhve  often  been  ouE  thoughts.  I 
do  so  wish  I  could  have  a  chat  with  you  particularly 
on  the  passing  of  Dr.  Speer.  His  life  may  have  been  full 
and  a  glory  in  the  work  of  the  Lord.  But  there  is  always 
that  emptiness  when  a  love  and  partnership  such  as  you 
had  comes  to  an  end.  The  zest  of  life  is  rooted  in  the 
fact  that  everything  must  end  but  it  is  hard,  v.e  have 
this;  that  we  knew  him  and  he  made  life  better  for  us 
and  a  little  easier  to  understand  its  mystery.  Philosophy 
doe  an'  help  and  theologu  explains  so  little,  only  a 
life  illuminates. 

We  are  having  a  full  time.  My  days  are 
filled  to  overflowing.  Since  I  stepped  into  7/ inter  Park 
I  have  been  besieged  by  students.  The  curious  fact  is 
more  boy:  are  bothered  than  girls  about  the  problems  of 
faith  and  God.  Religion  is  not  dead  but  it  does  need 
.  hearing.  We  have  too  few  that  are  willing  to  state  our 
faith.  Everyone  seems  afraid  to  confess  their  short co Rings 
and  inadequacies  instead  I  find  they  send  them  all  to  the 
Chapel.  I  keep  open  house  everyday  and  it  is  a  constant 
stream.  And  they  are  not  askiig  question:  about  right  and 
wrong  but;  Can  I  be  a  Christian  without  being  a  Communist? 
Is  there  a  God  that  cares?  Can  we  do  anything  about-  the 
orld?  Many  are  concerned  about  salvation-  what  is  it 
ho  ioes  it  work?  I  am  thrilled  by  it  all  an-  deeply 
haopy.  Sermons  are  a  joy  and  I  may  preach  what  I  hope  God 
will  ccept  as  His  truth.  I  do  feel  so  weak  before  the 
ta sk  ut  confident  that  in  God  will  be  strength  and  the 
isdom. 


ne 


t  i  ae  .  To  the 
dmit  th-  t  I 
ve  et£  les , 
about  • 
part  o: 

Ti  imie 
such  a 
nusic  and 
kno  exce  y 


Nene  and  the  children  are  having  a  fine 
children  Florida  is  a  new  adventure  and  I  must 
am  fasinated  by  new  flo  era,  birds,  xish, 
and  history,  "e  have  had  to  lean  so  much 
ountry.  It  is  herd  to  realize  that  Florida  is 
A  aeries  .  The  children  are  delighted  with  the  negroes. 
1  particular  finds  tham  all  hi.  friends.  They  are 
onderful  people,  ./hat  patience,  kindness,  faith, 
devotion,  .and  why  they  should  have  it,  .Id 
t  "whom  the  Lord  loveth  He  chasteneth.  they 


. n  acce  otable . 


you  today  and 


Good  night  and  may  God's  blessing  keep 
forever  in  his  me  iory. 


The  Hotchkiss  School 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Qborge  Yaw  Santvoord,  M*A.t  B.Citt. 
Hbjldmajbteb 


December  3,  1947 


Dear  Mrs  Speer: 


The  news  of  Dr  Speer' s  death  has  come  as  a  real  blow  to 
all  of  us  here  at  Hotchkiss.  He  has  been  a  friend  of  the  School  for 
so  many  years  that  we  had  all  come  to  think  of  him  as  one  of  our  most 
valued  counselors  and  advisors. 

It  was  a  great  joy  and  satisfaction  to  all  of  us  when 
you  and  he  decided  to  come  to  Lakeville  to  live,  and  your  very  presence 
here  has  been  a  source  of  inspiration  and  strength  to  those  here  at 
School  and  to  all  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Salisbury. 

Dr  Speer  impressed  us  all  as  having  such  qualities  of 
strength,  sincerity  and  simplicity  that  he  could  not  fail  to  inspire, 
confidence,  regard  and  affection  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  knew  him. 
His  life  was  spent  so  clearly  in  the  service  of  great  causes  that  it  had 
a  wholesome  effect  on  everyone  who  knew  him. 

We  all  join  in  expressing  our  very  deep  sympathy  to 
you  and  to  the  children  in  losing  so  magnificent  a  person,  for  we 
realize  all  too  well  the  great  sense  of  loss  that  you  all  feel. 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mrs  Robert  E  Speer 

Lakeville, 

Connecticut 


The  American  University  at  Cairo 

INCORPORATED  AT  WASHINGTON  D.  C.  IN  I9I9 

EXECUTIVE  OFFICES:  LAND  TITLE  BUILDING 


BOARD  of  TRUSTEES 
DOUGLAS  HORTON,  Hew  York  City 

CHA1B-MAN 

JOHN  S.  BADEAU,  Cairo,  Egypt 

PRESIDENT 

CHARLES  R.  WATSON,  Princeton,  K  J- 

PRESIDENT  EMERITUS 

JOSEPH  M.  STEELE,  Philadelphia 

TREASURER 

WARD  N.  MADISON,  Philadelphia 

EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 

DON  C.  SHUMAKER,  Philadelphia 

CONSULTANT 

ANNA  LISTER,  Philadelphia 

COMPTROLLER 

J.  T.  ADDISON,  Hew  York  City 

E.  E.  CALVERLEY,  Hartford,  Conn. 

EARLE  M.  CRAIG,  Freedom,  Pa. 

•W.  H.  S.  DEMAREST,  Hew  Brunswick,  H-  J- 
ROBERT  J.  DODDS,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

C.  PARDEE  ERDMAN,  Pasadena,  Calif. 
HARRISON  GARRETT,  Baltimore,  Md. 

T.  J.  GILLESPIE,  JR.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

RALPH  W.  HARBISON,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 
GEORGE  F.  JEWETT,  Spofcane,  Wash. 
ARTHUR  B.  LISLE,  Providence,  R.  I. 

GEORGE  D.  LOCKHART,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

JOHN  H.  MacCRACKEN,  Hew  York  City 
R.  WALLACE  McCLENAHAN,  Hew  York  City 

F.  M.  POTTER,  Hew  York  City 
•GEORGE  L.  ROBINSON,  Chicago 

JOSEPH  R.  SIZOO,  Hew  Brunswick,  H ■  J- 
SAMUEL  THORNE,  Hew  York  City 
F.  K.  WEYERHAEUSER,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

COMMITTEE  of  SPONSORS 

FRANK  AYDELOTTE,  Princeton,  H-J- 
FRANK  B.  BELL,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

PHILIP  SMEAD  BIRD,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
BEN  M.  CHERRINGTON,  Denver,  Colo. 
HENRY  SLOANE  COFFIN,  Hew  York  City 
WILLIAM  H.  DANFORTH,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
EDWIN  W.  DAVIS,  Sc.  Paul,  Minn, 

CECIL  B.  DbMILLE,  Hollywood,  Calif. 

ROBERT  GARRETT,  Baltimore,  Md. 

WM.  ERNEST  HOCKING,  Cambridge,  Mass. 
HENRY  W.  HOBSON,  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
SIDNEY  HOMER,  Bolton,  H-  Y. 

WILLIAM  M.  JARDINE,  Wichita,  Kansas 
RUFUS  M.  JONES,  Haverford,  Pa. 

THOMAS  JESSE  JONES,  Hew  York  City 
WALTER  LIPPMANN,  Washington,  D.  C. 

R.  A.  MILLIKAN,  Pasadena,  Calif. 

JOHN  R.  MOTT,  Hew  York  City 
HENRY  F.  POPE,  Cleveland,  Ohio 
HENRY  D.  SHARPE,  Providence,  R.  I. 

ROBERT  E.  SPEER,  Lakeville,  Conn. 

ANSON  PHELPS  STOKES,  Lenox,  Mass. 
FRANCIS  J.  STOKES,  Philadelphia 
JOHN  TIMOTHY  STONE,  Chicago 
LOWELL  THOMAS,  Hew  York  City 
SAMUEL  P.  WETHERILL,  Philadelphia 


Philadelphia  10,  Pennsylvania 
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CHARLES  T.  MACLARY 

548  Willow  Grove  Avenue 
Custis  Woods,  Glenside,  Pa. 
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40  WORTH  STREET 
NEW  YORK 


R.  F.  D. 

Allendale,  N.  J. 
November  26,  1947* 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer, 

May  I  add  my  sympathy  and  prayers  to  those  of  your 
closer  friends? 

My  Father  was  John  A.  Terhune,  Princeton  '89,  and 
Dr.  Speer  was  his  best  man  and  close  friend.  I  believe  that 
I  met  Dr.  Speer  at  one  of  the  reunions  of  the  Class  of  '89  but 
Father  Terhune  always  had  the  greatest  respect  for  him  in  all 
his  capacities  as  a  minister  and  personal  friend. 

j  I  note  that  you  are  living  in  Lakeville,  Conn.  We, 

for  many  years,  were  in  Millerton,  N.  Y.,  where  Father  was 
Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

I  hope  that  you  will  have  the  comfort  and  sustain¬ 
ing  help  of  your  many  friends  and,  even  more,  that  beneficent 
blessing  from  above. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville, 

Conn. 


OFFICE  OF 

FLEMING  H.  REVELL  COMPANY 

PUBLISHERS 

NEW  YORK  LONDON  GLASGOW 

CABLE  "REVELL” 


150  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK.  lO 
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816  WEST  CRESCENT  AVENUE 
ALLENDALE,  NEW  JERSEY 
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REV.  CHARLES  CURTIS  McINTIRE,  D.  D. 

“NATIONAL  PRISON  CHAPLAIN” 

Room  703,  1200  Eighteenth  Street  N.W. 
WASHINGTON  6,  D.  C. 

•  • 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  engagements  for  the  month 
of  February,  1948: 


February 

1st — USA  Veterans  Facility  .  .  . 

5th — Baptist  Theological  Seminary  . 
8th — Iowa  Soldiers  Home  .... 

12th — State  Prison . 

15th — State  Prison . 

19th — State  University . 

22nd — U.  S.  Naval  Training  Center  . 
29th — State  Boys  Training  School  .  . 


Wadsworth,  Kansas 
.  .  .  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

.  Marshalltown,  Iowa 
.  .  Vandalia,  Illinois 

.  .  Stateville,  Illinois 

Jefferson  City,  Missouri 
Great  Lakes,  Ill. 
.  .  .  .  Eldora,  Iowa 


REV.  CHARLES  CURTIS  McINTIRE,  D.  D. 

P.  O.  Box  1236 
CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 


February  19 
19  4  8 


My  dear  Mrs  Speer: 


I  am  very  grateful 
for  your  noble  response.  In  memory 
of  Dr  Speer,  I  sent  it  as  part  of 
my  titheing  to  The  Volunteers  of 
America  in  Joliet,  Illinois  where 
they  are  doing  a  great  work  in 


behal  of  prisoners, too 


Curtis  Mclntire 


Mrs  Robert  E  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 

EAST  MEREDITH,  NEW  YORK 
REV,  ELMER  T.  SCHICK,  MINISTER 


y 


January  22,194P 


Mrs.  Emma  Baily  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Although  I  do  not  know  your  person¬ 
ally,  I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing 
and"  trust  you  will  pardon  my  presumption. 

I  read  of  the  death  of  Dr. Speer, Whom 
I  have  heard  and  whose  books  I  have  read 
and  was  sorry  to  learn  of  his  passing.  The 
Lord  was  good  to  him  giving  him  many  years 
of  service  in  His  Kingdom, and  while  the  lab¬ 
orers  are  called  home, the  work  continues. 

As  a  young  minister  in  a  rural  parish, 
I  am  endeavoring  to  build  up  a  good  working 
library  on  a  rather  limited  income  and  am 
wondering  if  there  are  books  from  Dr. Speer’s 
library  that  you  may  wish  to  dispose  of  by 
passing  them  on  to  me  ? 

If  so,  I  would  appreciate  your  letting 
me  know  and  perhaps  we  can  find  some  way 
for  me  to  get  them. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Springdale 


PRINCETON.  NEW  JERSEY 
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WOMAN'S  PRESS 


NEW  YORK  22,  N.  Y. 


PLaza  3-4700 


December  9,  19k7 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

Ity-  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Although  I  have  known  about  you  and  your  husband  ever  sinoe  I  was 
a  child,  I  have  never  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  either  one  of 
you  personally  at  all  well.  But  I  cannot  forebear  a  word  of  appre¬ 
ciation  for  all  that  Dr.  Speer  and  you,  because  I  cannot  think  of 
you  separately,  have  meant  to  the  lives  of  an  untold  number  of 
people . 

I  think  you  should  know  also  what  it  meant  to  Rose  Terlin  to  have 
you  speak  to  her  as  you  did  on  the  day  of  the  last  Board  meeting. 

She  has  been  having  a  tough  time  and  she  was  deeply  moved,  not  only 
that  you  found  the  courage  to  come  to  the  National  Board  meeting 
that  day,  but  because  you  expressed,  as  1  am  afraid  too  few  people 
have  done,  an  appreciation  of  her  particular  problems  these  days. 

Lastly,  I  want  to  tell  you  that  Dr.  Mott  has  agreed  to  write  an 
article  about  Dr.  Speer  for  The  Woman's  Press.  I  have  just  had 
word  from  him  that  he  will  be  able  to  do  it  in  time  for  the  January 
issue. 

I  wanted  you  to  know  about  these  plans,  and  also  about  how  many  times 
we  have  spoken  of  you  in  recent  days. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


EB :  Id 


National  Board  of  the  Young  Womens  Christian  Associations  of  the  U.  S.  A. 


HooManb  Presbyterian  GUjttrrb 

Forty-Second  and  Pine  Streets 


HooManii  Presbyterian  QUjurrtj 

Forty-Second  and  Pine  Streets 
Philadelphia  4.  Pa. 

the  Study 

Stanley  Kiehl  Gambell 

MINISTER 
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M/aMJfcu, 


November  26,  1947 


V 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Lear  Mrs .  Speer : 

Even  though  Lr .  Speer  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty,  his  death  even  at  that 
age  saddens  many.  I  am  myself  in  my  seventy 
eighth  year  and  in  a  religious  way,  ur .  Speer 
is  the  towering  figure  of  my  adolescent  days. 

No  one  will  ever  be  able  to  compute  the  good 
that  he  did,  particularly  amongst  young  people, 
by  his  powerful  and  convincing  talks.  Every 
time  that  I  ever  had  an  opportunity  to  hear 
him  speak  anywhere  near  where  I  lived  or  was, 

I  always  went,  and  was  always  benefited,  he 
leaves  to  you  and  yours  the  most  beautiful 
memories  possible  of  an  active  and  useful  life. 


AfSB  :bf 


OFFICERS 

REV.  H.  M.  SHUMAN 
PRESIDENT 

REV.  A.  W.  TOZER 
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REV.  A.  C.  SNEAD 

FOREION  SECRETARY 
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PUBLICATION  SECRETARY 
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CABLE  ADDRESS  PAROUSIA" 
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FOREIGN  MISSION  FIELDS 
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FRENCH  INDO-CHINA 
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H.  VAN  DYCK.  STAFF  SECRETARY 


FOREIGN  DEPARTMENT 
A.  C.  SNEAD.  SECRETARY 


W  F.  SMALLEY,  PERSONNEL  SECRETARY 


November  28,  1947 


Mrs,  Robert  E.  Speer 
"Rockledge" 

Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Although  unknown  to  you  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  know  Dr. 
Speer  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  in  fellowship  in  missionary  work 
and  as  a  young  man  in  training  forty  years  ago  to  be  greatly  blessed  and 
influenced  by  Dr.  Speer's  life  and  writings. 

Mrs.  Snead  and  I  wish  to  express  to  you  and  your  family  our 
heartfelt  sympathy  and  assure  you  of  our  prayers. 

We  are  glad  that  even  in  the  hours  of  deepest  sorrow,  you  have 
the  joy  of  knowing  that  Dr.  Speer's  spirit  is  with  his  Master  and  Lord 
whom  he  loved  so  devotedly  and  served  so  faithfully.  The  comfort  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  be  with  you  and  the  sustaining  presence  and  power  of  Christ 
be  realized  moment  by  moment. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  I  have  just  sent  to  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Missions. 


Very  sincerely  in  the  fellowship 
of  Christ 


acs/lb 


Foreign  Secretary 


Address  After  June  16th 


Opens  Middle  of  June 
Closes  Last  of  Aug-ust 


Springs  Rummer  ^tblt 

(Emrferatce  ^Jtcantpmrttt 

SYNOD  OF  VIRGINIA 
❖  <• 

STAUNTON,  VIRGINIA 

March  1,  1948 


Massanetta  Springs 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Rockledge 

lakeville,  Connecticut 
Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 


We  were  all  deeply  shocked  and 
grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  your  famous 
husband,  our  intimate  friend,  Robert  E.  Speer. 

He  was  on  the  Massanetta  program 
for  about  eighteen  years  and  was  always  considered 
the  backbone  of  the  program.  W  wife  and  I  were 
devoted  to  him  and  so  were  the  multitudes  who  heard 
him. 


Bishop  Hughes  wrote  me  soon  after 
his  death  saying,  "well,  Robert  E.  Speer  has  gone 
to  heaven.  He  couldn't  have  gone  anywhere  else. 

He  will  be  at  home  up  there."  He  was  so  intimately 
connected  with  Massanetta  and  such  a  great  tower 
of  strength  to  the  program  that  we  feel  that  language 
is  inadequate  to  express  our  great  loss  in  his  passing. 

With  warmest  regards  from  Mrs.  Hudson 

and  me ,  I  am 

Yours  most  sincerely. 


Wm.  E.  Hudson 


The  College  op  Wooster 
Wooster,  Ohio 


DEPARTMENT  OP  RELIGION 

James  Anderson 
Ralph  A.  Young 
Robert  H.  Bonthius 
Clinton  H.  Loehlin 
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The  National  Board 


2v1rs.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Honorary  President 


of  the 


Mrs.  Arthur  Forrest  Anderson 
President 


Young  Womens  Christian  Associations 


Mrs.  Edward  W.  Macy 

First  Vice-President 


of  the  United  States  of  America 


Mrs.  William  Spencer  Bowbn 

Second  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Bartlett  B.  Heard 

Third  Vice-President 

Mrs.  Duncan  H.  Newbll 

Fourth  Vice-President 


600  Lexington  Avbnub,  New  York  22,  N.  Y. 


Telephone:  PLaza  3-4700 


Miss  Margaret  E.  Burton 

Secretary 


Mrs.  Roland  P.  Beattie 

Treasurer 


Miss  Adah  Kibffer 

First  Assistant  Treasurer 

Mrs.  F.  Beardsley  Foster,  Jr. 

Second  Assistant  Treasurer 


Mrs.  Harrison  S.  Elliott 

General  Secretary 


Cable  Address:  Emissarius,  Nbw  York 


November  2 5,  1947 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
c/o  Miss  Margaret  B.  Speer 
The  Shipley  School 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Our  very  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  am  sure  you  know  better  than  any  words  can  tell  you  that  the 
hearts  and  thoughts  and  prayers  of  your  friends,  the  members  of  the 
National  Board,  are  with  you.  We,  who  have  so  often  turned  to  you 
for  help  and  courage  in  time  of  trouble,  finding  strength  in  your 
sure  faith,  find  solace  now  in  the  assurance  that  the  comfort 
wherewith  we  were  comforted  is  yours  in  fullest  measure. 

We,  too,  shall  miss  that  great  and  good  man,  your  husband. 

Many  of  us  remember  his  influence  on  our  own  lives  and  are  grateful 
that  in  every  part  of  the  world  today  men  and  women  are  living  more 
abundantly  because  his  life  touched  theirs.  So  we  give  thanks  for  the 
power  of  his  endless  life  and  think  of  him  as  entering  vigorously  and 
gladly  into  new  and  even  greater  service. 

Our  hearts  go  out  to  you  and  to  your  children  in  deepest 
sympathy  and  affection. 


Most  sincerely  yours, 


Margaret  E.  Burton 
Secretary 
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CHRISTMAS,  1947 

It  takes  great  faith  —  and  courage,  too. 

"A  kindly,  brooding,  troubled  man  went  to  his 
death  the  other  day  in  New  Hampshire.  From 
his  young  manhood  he  was  dedicated  to  public 
service  as  to  a  holy  ministry;  yet,  at  the 
last,  tired,  disillusioned,  with  hope  gone, 
he  took  his  own  life." 

"The  stars  of  promise 

have  all  but  faded  from  our  sky.  Something 
tremendous  is  needed  to  challenge  the  way  men 
and  nations  are  going.  It  must  set  beacons 
blazing  to  light  a  different  path.* 

What  if  every  Christ ian  should  see  in  the 
Christmas  lights  of  1947  those  beacons  of  a 
better  way,  and  follow? 

"To  think  that  where  young  Jesus  lay, 

Whose  love  has  colored  our  human  way, 

There  should  be  terror  and  strategeml 
A  bomb  has  fallen  on  Bethlehem l* 

"The  United  Nations  must  do  or  die  in  Palestine  l" 

For  East  is  East  and  West  is  West, 

But  veritly  the  twain  have  met l 

One  Nation?  One  World?  One  God?  One  Destiny? 
When? 


In  Christ  there  is  no  East  or  West, 
In  Him  no  South  or  North; 

But  one  great  fellowship  of  love 
Throughout  the  whole  wide  earth. 


Yes,  it  takes  groat  faith  -  and  courage-to 
dream  tne  drear  of  Bethlehem  in  such  an  Age, 
but  notning  ols^  in  the  universe  matters. 


U V  J  VUA  W  *  WO.  — j 


The  deepest  joy  of  sharing 
for  a  brighter  Tomorrow. 

29  E.  Calhoun  St.  '  *  '  '  '  '  • 
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The  Presbytery  of  Hufftilo-Niayciro 

TWO  HUNDRED  TEN  FRANKLIN  STREET 
BUFFALO.  NEW  YORK 


7Ui/ 


^  V. +  '  '  A* — £ 

/ZT  >v  'J^AJ  ^  <~ZX*/X*7 

fvj  rn~,  A^j—rr  "c-'‘ 

y^f-  *-/*  A^" 

sfy^s;  *-*  **>  ^  ^ 

&  Jy,  .  *  ^  V  *  ^ 

/£ — /2'  ^  ' 

/  _ ^  J  X—^Sv  UAa  thu*  //^/^/  /7t^ 

^  y  /-y  5  A  ^  ^ 

Oua~  ^  ^  r 

*7l^UJlAJ>^3  fly  • 

^  //t,'  Wei  /<=~—  y' 

K  *S~*0  «  «  *~~V  ^ 

V' 

vi  d  <yw~+—^_y 


r% 

La-cm.  tcCi 


127“ 


*  t  V  t  ^  Qv  *  ^  ■*. 

^  <h<ru^  *^c^» 


721  Harrison  St. 
Claremont,  Calif. 
December  1,  1947 


Dear  Mrs .  Spee  r : 

Gertrude  and  I  want  you  to  know  of  the  deep 
sorrow  that  came  to  us  when  we  had  the  news  of  the  finishing  cf 
Dr.  Speer's  earthly  course.  We  want  you  to  know  that  we  are 
feeling  with  you  the  emptiness  that  comes  to  hearts  when  the 
dearly  beloved  passes  on. 

Altho  not  in  frequent  communication,  our  heart  and 
thought  communion  with  your  family  began  many  years  ago  and  has 
lasted  strong  to  the  present  hour  -  from  the  time  that  Marnie 
spent  her  first  year  in  China  in  our  home  in  Peking,  into  our 
first  intimate  acquaintance  with  Dr.  Speer  and  you  and  Billy 
during  those  delightful  weeks  you  were  with  us  in  Peking,  until 
our  latest  call  at  your  home  last  summer  and  down  to  this  day. 

We  have  rejoiced  thru  the  years  in  these  happy  asso¬ 
ciations  and  now,  when  the  circle  is  broken  for  a  little  while, 
we  want  you  to  know  that  we  join,  with  myriads  of  others,  in 
telling  you  of  our  deep  admiration,  esteem,  and  love  for  him 
who  will  always  be  honored  by  the  Church  as  her  foremost 
statesman.  We  like  to  think  of  him  also  as  a  very  dear  friend. 


Sincerely  and  affectionately. 


J 


Iffirat  ^Creshgtemn  (Church 

Anderson,  J^outlj  Carolina 


SAMUEL  S.  WILEY 
MINISTER 


2  December  19U7 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Word  has  come  to  us  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Speer. 

I  vdsh  that  there  ■were  some  way  in  which  I  could  express 
to  you  ny  personal  sense  of  loss  and  my  sympathy  to  you. 

Yet  stronger  than  any  sadness  is  my  gratitude  for  such  a 
servant  of  Qod  as  he.  Surely  the  trumpets  blew  long  in 
Heaven  the  day  he  camel 

Our  Church  wishes  also  to  express  its  love  to  you. 
May  the  Holy  Spirit  comfort  your  heart  and  fill  it  with  the 
peace  that  comes  from  perfect  trust  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

We  will  always  regret,  so  far  as  human  sense  goes, 
that  Dr.  Speer  could  not  be  with  us  here.  But  we  will  count 
him  as  one  of  our  treasures  in  Heaven  and  a  reason  for  press¬ 
ing  on  ourselves. 


Yours  sincerely. 


L 

I 


Committee  on  World  Literacy  and  Christian  Literature 
Foreign  Missions  Conference  of  North  America 
156  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  10,  N.  Y. 


LITERACY 

E 


ERIC  M.  NORTH 
Chairman 

CHARLES  T.  LEBER 

IRENE  SHEPPARD 
Vice-Chairman 

ARTHUR  Y.  MEEKER 
Treasurer 

FRANK  C.  LAUBACH 
Special  Counselor 
and  Representative 


ALFRED  D.  MOORE 
Secretary 


EDWARD  D  GRANT 


Presbyterian  Building 
0  N.  SIXTH  STREET 
RICHMOND,  VIRGINIA 


November  28,  1947 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer, 

I  picked  up  the  local  newspaper  the  other  evening 
and  to  my  astonishment  discovered  that  my  good  friend  for 
many  years  had  finally  been  called  home  to  a  much  needed 
rest. 

in  his  going  you  may  be  confident  that  there  are 
millions  of  Christians  throughout  the  world  who  share  your 
sorrow  but  also  share  the  joy  that  must  be  in  your  heart  in 
the  contemplation  of  the  things  which  he  during  his  life¬ 
time,  under  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  was  able  to 
accomplish  for  Jesus  Christ. 

These  are  the  things  that  will  live  in  your  memory 
and  in  the  memory  of  the  Christian  Church  for  a  long,  long 
time  to  com si  He  has  been  an  inspiration  to  many  of  us  in 
years  past,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  satisfaction  always 
to  have  known  him  personally  and  to  have  heard  his  glorious 
witness  to  the  power  of  God. 

May  God's  Holy  Spirit  give  you  much  comfort  and  much 
joy  in  all  the  days  ahead l 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


Dear  Friends: - 


Yakima,  Washington 
December  15,  19U7 


We  really,  wish,  as  we  stand  at  the  patio  gate  of  our  new  Yakima  home, 
that  we  could  see  you  coming  up  the  walk  to  make  us  a  visit  I 

The  church  just  has  to  build  us  a  manse.  In  four  years  we  had  lived 
in  three  different  houses,  and  the  fourth  did  not  seem  to  be  available. 

So,  in  spite  of  the  high  cost,  we  are  living  in  a  beautiful  brick  bungalow, 
with  six  rooms,  and  two  baths,  all  on  one  floor.  In  the  back,  there  is  an 
enclosed  California  patio,  which  throughout  the  long  summer,  really  makes 
another  room. 

But  the  church  doesn't  give  either  of  us  much  time  to  rest,  in  the 
patio,  or  in  the  house.  With  a  membership  of  2500,  a  Sunday  school  of  1800, 
two  morning  preaching  services,  two  Sunday  school  sessions,  women's  work, 
work  with  young  people,  extension  work  at  the  labor  camp,  we  are  both  kept 
on  the  go. 

For  the  summer  vacation  we  go  to  Lake  Chelan.  At  the  upper  end,  there 
is  a  place  of  wild  and  wonderful  beauty,  reminding  one  of  the  mountains  of 
Switzerland.  Ho  railroads  and  no  auto  roads  lead  to  it.  The  last  fifty 
miles  one  has  to  go  by  boat.  But  you  can  fish,  or  swim,  or  hike  or  sail, 
or  do  just  nothing.  It  is  very  restful,  and  we  love  it. 

All  Mary's  friends,  realizing  the  speed  with  which 
she  does  things,  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that  she 
is  a  grandmother.  In  fact,  she  became  a  wife,  a  mother, 
and  a  grandmother,  all  within  the  space  of  a  year  and  a. 
half.  Three  of  these  grandchildren  visited  us  with  their 
parents  this  summer. 

Shortly  after  Christmas,  Bob  is  going  to  the  West 
Indies  as  a  member  of  the  National  Board's  committee  on 
survey.  While  he  is  gone,  Mary  will  be  visiting  friends 
in  New  York. 

But  after  we  get  back,  come  and  see  us J  We'll  be 
waiting  for  you  at  the  patio  gate  J 


Mary  and  Bob  McLean 
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Greenville  Avenue  at  McCommas 
Phone  Tenison-3-4955 
DALLAS  6,  TEXAS 


JAMES  E.  DETWEILER,  Minisler 
Residence  6342  McCommas  Ave. 
Phone  Taylor-0077 


December  31st,  1947. 


RECF 


JAN  2  1943 


Rev.  William  P.  Schell,  D.D., 

156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York,10,N.Y. 

Dear  Bill  :- 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  instant  came  when  we  were  in 
the  midst  of  some  problems  which  necessitated  my  ab¬ 
sence  from  Dallas.  Hence  the  delay  in  acknowledgment. 

Thank  you  for  the  copy  of  Dr.  Speer's  Memorial  Service. 
The  news  of  his  passing  came  to  me  very  late.  The  news¬ 
papers  hereabouts  made  no  mention  of  it  and  the  first  I 
saw  rf  it  was  in  Monday  Morning.  Just  the  other  day  I  was 
remaking  to  Ernestine  what  a  phenomenally  long  span  of 
years  his  church  service  covered'.  He  was  a  distinguished 
leader  in  Protestantism  and  a  great  inspiration  to  ray- 
generation  of  college  students,  and  continued  to  be  so 
during  succeeding  decades;  and  here  I  am  now  just  past 
my  63d  birthday  yesterday  1  If  ever  a  man  lived  fully 
and  richly  and  left  a  great  heritage  of  Christian  scholar¬ 
ship  and  devotion,  it  was  Dr.  Speer. 

Since  I  have  lost  track  of  the  family's  address,  please 
convey  to  them  my  very  best  Christian  Greetings. 

And  to  you  and  Harriet,  go  ny  very  best  wishes  for  a 
splendid  and  happy  New  Year. 


Yours  sincerely. 


d/d 


CABLE  ADDRESS  “  INCULCATE,  NEW  YORK' 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  8-2000 


The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 

156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


OFFICE  OF  SECRETARY 


January  5,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr ,  Penna. 


Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 


You  will  be  interested  in  reading  the  enclosed  letter 


from  Rev.  James  E.  Detweiler,  D.D.,  former  area  secretary  of  the 
Board  in  the  St.  Louis  office,  and  after  the  St.  Louis  office 
was  closed,  he  was  associated  with  Dr.  Bible  in  the  Chicago  of¬ 
fice. 


With  kindest  regards  and  best  wishes  for  the  New  Year, 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


WPS :NV 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


Founded  by  D.  L.  Moody  la  1S86 


MOODY  BIBLE  INSTITUTE 


J  fJ 


133  INSTITUTE  P LACE • CHICAGO  IU’ PHONE  MICHIGAN  15711 


WILLIAM  CULBERTSON,  D.D.,  acting  president 


December  30,  1947 


Dear  friend: 

The  door  of  the  old  year,  with  all  its  sorrows  and  Joys,  its 
failures  and  victories,  is  closing;  but  before  us  God  is  opening  the  door 
to  a  new  year,  with  new  opportunities  of  service  for  Him  here  at  Moody 
Bible  Institute.  May  He  find  us  faithful  and  willing  to  do  His  will. 


I  thank  God  for  you  and  your  partnership  with  us,  that  you  as 
a  member  of  the  constantly  growing  Institute  family  of  prayer  helpers, 
donors,  friends,  former  students,  present  students  and  employees  have 
shared  in  this  labor  of  love.  It  has  taken  the  prayers,  the  work,  and 
the  sacrificial  support  of  every  one  of  the  family  to  make  possible  the 
usefulness  of  Moody  Bible  Institute  down  through  the  years,  and  my  heart 
is  filled  with  Joy  to  be  one  of  you,  one  of  the  family. 


But  more  important  than  my  thanks  is  the  lord’s  commendation 
to  those  who  stand  by  His  ministry  here.  Whether  it  is  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  Christian  messengers,  in  the  radio  gospel  broadcast,  or  in  the 
printing  and  distribution  of  Christian  literature,  it  is  His  work  and  we 
are  workers  together  with  Him. 


There  have  been  a  number  of  very  signal  evidences  of  God's 
loving  care  for  the  Institute  during  the  past  year,  evidences  I  would 
share  with  you,  that  you  may  rejoice  with  us.  As  need  has  arisen,  He 
has  brought  to  us  spiritual  and  qualified  workers  for  both  faculty  and 
staff.  Such  a  supply  is  truly  wonderful,  for  there  is  the  matter  of 
timing  in  the  availability  of  these  workers,  which  is  no  small  thing. 
To  have  them  come  to  us  at  the  time  of  our  need  is  certainly  marvelous 
proof  of  God's  leading. 


All  of  us  recognize  the  tremendous  physical  and  spiritual  needs 
of  the  world.  It  is  not  possible  to  do  all  that  we  would  like  to  do — 
limited  resources,  faithfulness  to  our  main  purpose  of  existence,  human 
finiteness,  all  conspire  to  restrict.  Yet  when  the  opportunity  came  of 
making  available  to  European  countries  Dr.  Irwin  A.  Moon'B  film,  "The 
God  of  Creation,"  we  entered  in.  Here  was  an  opportunity  for  a  spiritual 
ministry  through  a  program  which  God  had  already  wonderfully  blessed  in 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  a  ministry  within  the  scope  of  the  work 
God  has  given  us,  which  we  could  do  in  full  allegiance  to  Him.  Reaching 
the  youth  of  European  countries  with  such  a  message  was  so  important 
that  we  could  not  refrain. 
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Another  and  perhaps  the  most  important  evidence  of  the  Lord's 
favor  is  the  quickening  of  the  spiritual  life  of  all  of  us  here.  Begin¬ 
ning  with  a  series  of  special  meetings  in  September,  when  our  God  wonder¬ 
fully  used  Mr.  Stephen  Olford,  of  England,  to  speak  searchingly  to  every 
heart  here  at  the  Institute,  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  gone  on. 
There  is  a  deeper  sense  of  sobriety,  of  earnestness,  of  alertness  to  the 
challenge  of  the  hour.  There  is  a  noticeable  walking  with  God.  Eternity 
alone  will  reveal  all  the  results  of  such  a  working  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Standing  at  the  portal  of  a  new  year,  I  assure  you  of  my 
prayers.  The  enclosed  poem  puts  into  words  my  desire  for  you,  and  for 
the  whole  Institute  family.  How  wonderful  to  know  God,  especially  in 
days  like  these!  Ylhatever  world  conditions,  whatever  the  fear  that  grips 
the  hearts  of  men,  we  can  walk  "with  perfect  trust  in  His  love  and  care." 
Whatever  our  lot  may  be,  we  can  experience  the  truth  that  "day  by  day  He 
will  strength  renew,  and  peace  to  my  heart  He  will  send."  Beloved  in 
Christ,  may  this  new  year  be  blessed  as  days  of  heaven  upon  earth  for  you. 
And,  who  knows,  but  that  we  shall  hear  His  voice  and  see  His  face  as  He 
come3  for  His  own.  Wonderful  day! 


I  thank  God  for  your  past  fellowship  with  us,  and  count  on  you 
for  the  days  ahead.  As  together  we  face  the  tremendous  needs  and  oppor¬ 
tunities,  we  know  that  He  who  has  met  these  needs  in  the  past  so  perfectly 
will  meet  every  present  and  future  need.  The  day  of  "the  dividing  up  of 
the  spoils"  (I  Sam.  30:23-25)  may  soon  be  upon  us. 


Yours  in  the  Fellowship  of  the  Gospel, 

/  i  <Lcry^, 

Acting  President 


■o 
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the  First  Congregational  Church 

SOUTHINGTON.  CONNECTICUT 


RICHARD  H.  RITTER.  PASTOR 
38  BERLIN  AVENUE 


DORIS  I.  STEVENS.  CLERK 
107  MERIDEN  AVENUE 
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ce  of  the  President 
Weir  C  Ketler 


Grove  Citv  College 
Grove  City,  Pa. 


November  25,  1947 


Mrs,  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Conn 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

I  was  shocked  to  read  in  the  morning’s 
paper  an  account  of  your  husband’s  death  in  Bryn 
Mawr.  I  am  writing  to  express  for  Mrs.  Ketler  and 
myself  our  sincere  sympathy  for  you  and  your  family. 

Doctor  Speer  has  lived  a  wonderful  life 
and  you  have  been  a  source  of  comfort  and  strength 
to  him  throughout  these  many  years.  I  know  what  a 
shock  his  passing  will  be  to  you  and  to  the  members 
of  your  family.  I  only  hope  you  may  find  comfort 
in  the  memories  of  the  many  happy  and  constructive 
years  you  have  spent  together. 

Doctor  Speer  has  been  privileged  to  make 
a  remarkable  contribution  to  his  day  and  generation. 
Pew  men  have  labored  so  well  or  so  successfully.  He 
had  a  remarkable  capacity  for  work,  great  abilities 
as  a  speaker,  administrator  and  writer  and  had  a  warm 
heart  and  a  sympathetic  interest  which  won  for  himself 
friends  wherever  he  went. 


Along  with  countless  others,  we  in  some 
measure  share  the  loss  that  is  yours. 


Sincerely  yours. 
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REV.  W.SHERMAN  SKINNER. D  D 
PRESIDENT 

DONALD  L. HIBBARD. 
EXECUTIVE  VICE  PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  W  WALTERS. 
TREASURER 


The  Board  of  Pensions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America 

Witherspoon  Building 
Philadelphia  7,  Pa. 

January  15,  1948 


Mrs.  Emma  B.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Ave. 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 

Bear  Mrs.  Speer: 

We  are  very  sorry  to  trouble  you  at  this  time  but 
there  seems  to  be  some  question  on  our  record  as  to  your  correct 
date  of  birth.  On  your  application  for  widow’s  pension  you  list 
it  as  May  15,  1872  but  your  husband’s  original  agreement  blank 
lists  it  as  May  15,  1871.  May  we  please  know  which  one  of  these 
dates  is  correct? 

Again  may  we  extend  our  deepest  sympathy  to  you 
and  trust  that  we  may  hear  from  you  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

With  every  good  wish. 

Very  sincerely,  . 


REV  W.  SHERMAN  SKINNER. O  D 

PRESIDENT 

DONALD  L  HIBBARD 
EXECUTIVE  VICE  PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  W  WALTERS. 
TREASURER 


The  Board  of  Pensions 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America 


Witherspoon  Buildiny 
Philadelphia  7.  Pa. 
January  23 ,  194B 


Mrs.  Emma  B.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

It  is  with  deep  sorrow  that  we  learned  of  your  husband's 
being  called  "home".  We  know  that  his  going  was  not  easy  to  bear 
nor  to  understand  and  we  wish  there  was  something  we  could  do  which 
would  more  nearly  express  our  own  feeling  of  loss  and  our  desire  to 
help. 


On  behalf  of  The  Board  of  Pensions  I  wish  to  inform  you 
that  your  Service  pension  has  automatically  been  started.  It  comes 
to  you  in  partial  recognition  by  a  grateful  Church  of  a  service 
faithfully  and  efficiently  performed  by  your  husband.  It  is  our 
hope  that  these  benefit  payments  will  be  of  real  use  to  you  and  that 
as  the  monthly  checks  arrive  they  will  continuously  speak  of  the 
Church's  interest  in  you. 

Our  initial  calculations  indicate  that  you  are  to  receive 
a  widow's  pension  of  $300.00  per  year,  payable  monthly,  beginning  as 
of  December  1,  1947,  and  we  are  enclosing  check  for  $50.00  to  cover 
payment  for  the  months  of  December  and  January.  Hereafter,  your 
check  will  be  in  the  monthly  sum  of  $25.00. 

With  every  good  wish  for  the  future 

Sincerely  yours 


dlk:eb 

enc. 


P.S.  Enclosed  is  a  pamphlet  entitled  "For  Those  Who  Retire",  which 
may  be  of  interest  to  you. 
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Friday , November  28th-1947 


Mrs.  J.  G.  Basinger 

529  EAST  85TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK  28.  NEW  YORK 
TELEPHONE  RE  7  2861 


Last  fall, my  very  dear  Emma, you  wrote  of  our  friend¬ 
ship,  and  of  the  roots  of  that  friendship  going  very 
deep. I  have  of  course  always  felt  the  same,-  but 
never  so  keenly  as  during  the  past  week. 

After  your  card  from  Lakeville  telling  of  your 
going  to  Marnie  I  did  not  write  at  once, partly  because 
of  lack  of  time  and  stregth  here-  but  ehiefly  because 
I  felt  that  you  would  want  time  to  adjust  your  self, 
and  settle  down  after  you  reached  Marnie, and  your 
your  very  dear  husband  reached  the  hospital. However, 
though  I  little  dreamed  of  the  seriousness  of  his 
illness, you  two  were  never  for  a  moment  out  of  my 
mind. Last  Saturday  and  Sunday  I  felt  it  so  very  keen¬ 
ly  that  had  it  not  been  that  I  feared  to  give  trouble, 
I  should  have  called  Marnie. Finally  on  Monday  I  sent 
a  note, and  as  Nance  came  in  Monday  evening, I  told 
her  of  my  feeling  of  unrest  about  you, and  said  that  I 
had  finally  written. She  then  very  hesitantly  gswe  me 
a  copy  of  Christines  telegram  fromMarcie. Tuesday  I 
received  the  card  from  Marcie , telling  me  of  the 
seriousness  of  Dr  Speers  condition. T^at  was  written 
Sunday. Bless  you  both  for  thinking  of  me, and  knowing 
truly  how  deep  were  the  roots  of  my  devotion  to  not 
only  you, Emma  dear-  but  your  husband  and  Marnie. 

I  have  not  been  joking  when  I  have  so  often  said 
that  I  did  not  see  how  you  could  stand  me, in  my  own 
stupidity-but  this  passed  week  has  made  it  quite 
clear  to  me  that  there  is  a  deep  bond  between  us-or 
why  should  your  hours  of  the  deepest  trial  have  been 


instinctively  felt  and  lived  in  my  me? 

Of  course  I  had  heard  Dr  Speer  preach  many  times 
befoee  knowing  him  personally-but  my  first  feeling 
of  that  deep  sympathy  that  he  so  well  madione  feel 
was  at  the  beginning  of  my  husbands  long  illness, 
when  he  came  to  bring  us  the  v/onderful  basket  of 
delicious  things  from  his  garden. I  can  see  him  now¬ 
coming  into  our  little  garden, with  that  beautiful 
smile, and  I  had  a  feeling  that  I  was  not  alone, and 
that  I  had  friends. Th©  last  vision  of  him  that  I 
shall  always  remember, is  last  summer, just  before  his 
birthday , when  he  came  out  to  $oin  us  on  your  porch 
for  tea,-  radient  from  a  days  work  well. done  in  the 
garden-looking  more  a  joyous  child  in  his  rosy  health 
and  happiness  at  being  with  his  family-and  wearing  the 
white  suit, and  the  pearl  pin  in  his  tie!  _ 

Those  moments  with  the  Speers  are.alwasy  unlifting 
to  me-  giving  me  a  glimpse  of  the  ideal  home. I  feel 
verybhumble  and  grateful  that  you( collectively)  have 
given  me  t^is  friendship , which  has  meant  so  much 

^I^could  not  get  to  ‘Englewood-and  lam  not  sure  that 
I  should  Jjave  gone  if  I  could. I  had  his  beautiful 
prayers  in  "Five  Minutes  a  Day", and  our  own  beautiful 
service, and  I  passed  the  quiet  hour  alone. 

It  would  seem  to  me  presuming  to  send  a  better  01 
condolence,-  for  you  are  far  above  needing  that. He 
is  nearer  you  now  than  ever  before-and  the  God  who 
had  seen  you  through  such  deep  rushing  waters  will 
still  quide  and  help  you. In  Mamie,  you  have  one  so 
very  like  her  father, that  I  can  only  rejoice  in  your 
having  been  with  her, and  having  her  magnificent 

StAndSthough  I msaw^ little  of  him, your  Mtsbands 
beautiful  quiet  strength  seemed  to  me  to  be  there 
and  to  understand  all  things, and  it  has  helped  me 


more  than  you  or  have  dreamed. I  f?®1 

that  strength  529  EAST  85TH  STREET  "COIligll't  ,  8-HQ  it  Will 

alwavs  be  the  new  vork  zs,  new  york  greatest  blessing 
and  comfort  to  me  jo  have  known  him. 

I  have  rambled  on, and  X  trust  that  I  have  not 
over  tired  you. I  simply  felt  that  I  had  to  really 
talk  to  you. Forgive  the  crudeness , and  the  typing 
of  this-and  believe  always  that  I  love  you, and  your 
sorrows  are  indedd  mine, as  well  as  our  joys  that 
have  been. 

Your  husbands  going  will  only  strengthen  my  firm 
belief  that  he  is  near, and  helps  lead  the  way  to 
life  fternal.  God  bless  and  keep  you, Emma  dear- 

Lovingly, 


Mrs.  John  E.  Williams 

152  GROVE  STREET 
AUBURNDALE.  MASSACHUSETTS 
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World’s  Young  Women’s  Christian  Association 
Alliance  Universelle  des  Unions  Chretiennes  de  Jeunes  Filles 
Christlicher  Weltbund  Weiblicher  Jugend 

General  Secretary  :  Miss  Ruth  F.  Woodsmall 

President  :  Jonkvrouwe  Cornelia  M.  van  Asch  van  Wijck  Assistant  General  Secretary  :  Miss  M.  Marianne  Mills 


Telegrams  :  Soromundi,  Geneva 
Telephone  2.60.93 


Headquarters  : 

37,  Quai  Wilson,  Geneva,  Switzerland 
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February  11,  1948 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Ave. 

Bryn  Mawr ,  Pa. 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Your  letter  of  February  6th  is  at  hand  and  most 
dearly  appreciated  as  is  the  enclosure  of  your  printed  letter. 

May  I  say  that  your  writing  to  the  many  devoted  friends  of 
your  beloved  husband  is  what  might  be  cal led, theologically 
speaking, a  "work  of  supererogation."  You  are  certainly  go¬ 
ing  far  beyond  what  any  one  of  us  would  expect  of  you  to 
answer  such  letters  at  all.  They  are  merely  the  outpouring 
of  an  esteem  which  was  in  the  hearts  of  a  host  of  folk  and 
they  do  not  require  an  answer  from  you.  Certainly  the  printed 
letter  should  be  sufficient.  I  hope  that  you  will  not  burden 
yourself  to  do  so. 

I  share  with  the  many  others  the  desire  for  the 
biography  of  Dr.  Speer  and  it  would  be  a  wonderful  work  to 
which  you  might  devote  yourself  as  a  contribution  to  the 
Christian  world.  I  pray  that  God  will  give  you  strength  to 
make  your  decision  and  to  carry  out  His  plans  in  accordance 
with  His  will. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  your  offer  to  send  copies 
of  Dr.  Speer’s  latest  books,  FIVE  MINUTES  A  DAY  and  JESUS  AND  OOR. 
HUMAN  PROBLEMS.  I  already  have  these  and  think  highly  of 
them. 

With  a  heart  full  of  love  from  us  both  and  our 
prayers  for  God’s  sustaining  strength  and  grace. 

Sincerely  yours. 


ROY  EWING  VALE,  D.  D..  LL.  D, 
MINISTER 


December  19,  1947 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 

Lakeville 

Connecticut 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer r 

A  vast  number  of  letters  have  come 
to  you  since  the  translation  into  glory  of  our 
honoured  and  beloved  Dr.  Speer,  the  companion 
of  your  life. 

My  heartfelt  sympathy  has  been  with 
you  throughout  this  great  trial. 

Dr.  Speer  from  my  yotith  has  been  one 
of  my  greatest  inspirations.  His  friendship  to 
me  was  of  great  price.  When  I  was  elected  Modera¬ 
tor  of  the  General  Assembly  he  wrote  me  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  and  moving  letters  I  have  ever 
received,  which  I  shall  always  prize. 


He  celebrates  Christmas  in  heaven,  for 
he  has  gone  into  the  Father's  House  to  renew  his 
youth  and  to  enter  upon  still  greater  and  higher 
services . 

The  vast  work  he  accomplished  for  Christ 
and  the  Church  could  never  have  been  done  without 
your  aid  and  support  and  prayer.  Mrs.  Vale  joins 
with  me  in  this  word  of  appreciation  and  sympathy 
and  in  prayer  for  your  peace  of  heart. 


Sincere^  and  respectfully  yours, 

Roy  Ewing  Vale 


REV  :mm 


THE  OFFICE  OF  THE 


AMERICAN  PRESBYTERIAN  MISSION 
HAINAN  ISLAND.  CHINA 


EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  Speer, 
156  Fifth  Ave., 

New  York  City 


Kiungchow, 
Jan.  2,  1948 


My  Rear  Mrs.  Speers 

Hainan  Mission  writes  to  SXpC'  ss  our 
thanks  ~to  Cod  for  the  life  of  inspiration  and  service 
of  our  great  1  lader ,  Rob  rt  E>  Speer,  and  our  sympathy 
to  his  family  in  their  time  of  bereavraent. 

For  most  of  us,  it  is  a  personal 
loss.  He  inspired  us  with  the  heavenly  vision  of 
bringing  Christ  to  the  world.  At  summer  conferences 
and  Student  Volunteer  meetings,  we  heard  his 
challenge  and  cam*  to  China  to  serve. 

Throughout  our  entire  missionary 
career,  he  has  continued  to  inspire  us  by  his  addresses 
and  books  and  counsel. 

Along  with  thousands  of  others,  we  in 
Hainan  Island  wish  to  bring  our  tribute  of  love  for 
one  whosi  influence  will  never  die. 

Very  sincerely  yours. 


S&TZjrtef  'S- 


DAVID  S.  TAPPAW 


Charles  L. Huston 
Coatesville.  Pa. 


V 


11/26/1947 


Mrs.  Robert  S.  Speer, 

C/o  Mr.  James  B.  Bally, 
Fishers  Road, 

Bryn  Mawr,  Pa. 


My  dear  cousin  Emma.;- 


We  noticed  the  report  of  the  death  of  yo\ir  beloved 


husband  in  the  West  Chester  paper  of  yesterday,  which  also  reoorted  the 
services  held  in  the  Bryn  Mawr  Church,  so  my  wife  and  I  want  to  express  our 
deep  sympathy  with  you  in  the  loss  after  all  these  years  of  association 
together. 

We  remember  the  kindly  interest  Robert  showed  in  us  when  he  went  to 
New  York  and  saw  us  off  in  the  steamship  on  our  wedding  trip  in  August,  1895. 

We  were  sorry  that  we  did  not  know  of  his  death  in  time  to  attend  the 
service  in  the  Bryn  Mawr  Church  yesterday. 


Very  sincerely  your  cousin, 
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CABLE  ADDRESS  “INCULCATE.  NEW  YORK* 


TELEPHONE  WATKINS  9-2000 


The  Board  of  foreign  Missions 

OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA 
156  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  lO.  N.  Y. 


CLARENCE  A.  STEELE 


TREASURER 

MRS.  ANNIE  MARY  ALLEN 
DANIEL  M.  PATTISON 


January  21+,  191+8. 


ASSISTANT  TREASURERS 


/ 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
825  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Penna. 

My  dear  friends 

At  the  Board  meeting  held  this  week,  it  was  voted  to 
supplement  the  service  pension  which  you  will  receive  from  the 
Board  of  Pensions  of  our  Church  by  $700  annually,  which  will  give 
you  for  the  rest  of  your  lifetime  from  these  two  sources  $1,000 
a  year. 


We  are  very  happy  that  the  Board  is  able  to  do  this  for 


those  who  had  retired  before  1938,  Since  that  date,  it  is  impossible 
for  the  Board  to  supplement  anything  that  the  Pension  Board  is  authorized 
to  pay. 


Beginning  with  January  1,  I9I+8,  therefore,  you  will  receive 


from  our  Board  a  check  each  month  for  $58.33  and  the  Pension  Board  is 
supposed  to  send  you  directly  their  $25  per  month,  if  for  any  reason 
you  do  not  receive  these  payments  promptly,  won't  you  please  let  us 


know. 


Yours  most  sincerely. 


CAS ; PEB 


SOUTHEASTERN  JURISDICTIONAL  COUNCIL 
THE  METHODIST  CHURCH 


WM.  F.  QUILLIAN,  EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 
JAMES  W.  SELLS,  EXTENSION  SECRETARY 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


January  8,  1948 


400  WESLEY  MEMORIAL  BUILDING 
ATLANTA  3.  GEORGIA 


Bishop  Arthur  J.  Moore 
Chairman 

ATLANTA  AREA 


Bishop  Costen  J.  Harrell 
Vice-Chairman 

BIRMINGHAM  AREA 


A.  R,  PERKINS 


SECRETARY 
HARLAN,  KY. 


W.  K.  GREENE 

SPARTANBURG,  S.  C. 


Walter  C.  Gum 
RICHMOND,  VA. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  RATLIFF 
SHERARD,  MISS. 

E.  W.  TURNLEY 

NASHVILLE.  TENN. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Conn. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

The  invitation  to  attend  a  Service  in  memory  of  your  late 
beloved  and  distinguished  husband  was  highly  appreciated. 
Conditions  made  it  impossible  to  be  present. 

I  first  heard  Dr.  Speer  in  1901  when  I  was  a  college  student 
and  he  was  speaking  to  a  Y.M.C.A.  Conference  at  Asheville, 

N.  C.  Mrs.  Quillian  and  I  traveled  on  the  same  boat  with  you 
and  Dr.  Speer  going  to  the  great  Missionary  Conference  at 
Edinburgh  in  1910. 

Over  the  years  I  have  had  frequent  contacts  with  him.  No  word 
can  express  the  appreciation  which  his  friends  have  of  him  and 
now  that  his  earthly  life  has  ended,  we  rejoice  in  the  magnificent 
contribution  which  he  made  to  the  Kingdom  of  God. 

With  assurance  of  sympathy  and  prayer,  I  am. 


Walter  C.  Gum 
RICHMOND,  VA. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  RATLIFF 
SHERARD,  MISS. 

E.  W.  TURNLEY 

NASHVILLE.  TENN. 
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McCormick:  Theological  Seminary 

2330  NORTH  HALSTED  STREET 
CHICAGO  14 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PASTORAL  THEOLOQY 
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Charles  G.  Bovey 
-400  Guip-rox  Avenue 
Minneapolis  4,  Minnesota 


November  26,  19^7 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 


My  deer  Mrs.  Speer: 


I  wish  I  hed  words  to  express  my  real  feelings 
in  learning  of  the  death  of  your  husband,  Robert. 
John  Crosby  brought  me  the  sad  news.  It  appeared 
in  an  article  in  our  daily  paper  and  it  was  in¬ 
deed  e  shock. 

But  why  should  I  express  my  feelings  when  I 
realize  the  sorrow  that  has  come  to  you  and  the 
members  of  your  family. 

I  want  you  to  have  a  word  from  me  that  you  may 
know  of"  the  very  high  regard  that  every  member 
of  our  Class  of  1886  at  Andover  had  for  Robert 
Elliott  Speer. 

I  at  once  turned  to  the  little  catalogue  of  PAE 
Fraternity  that  we  were  members  of  in  our 
Andover  days  and  there  was  listed  the  number  of 
wonderful  articles  that  Robert  had  written,  all 
of  course  on  religious  subjects. 

I  haven't  been  very  close  to  Robert.  At  the 
lest  reunion  of  our  class,  two  years  ago,  I  was 
in  touch  with  him  again,  and  in  talking;  with 
John  Crosby  yesterday  we  both  remarked  what  a 
wonderful  life  Robert  had  lived,  and  I  hasten 
this  letter  off  to  you  that  I  may  extend  to  you 
my  deepest,  most  heartfelt  sympathy. 


158  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK.  lO 


OFFICE  OF 

FLEMING  H.  REVELL  COMPANY 

PUBLISHERS 

NEW  YORK  LONDON  GLASGOW 

CABLE  "REVELL" 


January  23,  1?48 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville , 

Connecticut . 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Sometime  ago  I  wrote  you  a  brief  note  on  behalf  of  Mr. 

Barbour  and  myself  to  inquire  whether  there  were  any  manuscripts 
of  Robert* s, which  might  be  published  and  had  not  yet  been  promised 
to  other  publishers.  We  are,  all  of  us,  very  keen  to  utilize  his 
messages  at  the  present  hour. 

I  wonder  whether  the  family  have  any  plans> regarding  a 
Biography  of  our  dear  friend.  I  know  how  strongly  he  felt  opposed 
to  autobiography,  as  we  often  discussed  this  matter  in  our  annual 
meetings  of  the  prayer  group  and  Robert  characterized  them  as  "ought** 
not-biographies",  but  a  brief  or  a  full  biography  the  public  is  sure¬ 
ly  waiting  for  and  in  conversation  with  Mr.  Barbour  he  spoke  of  the 

possibility  of  securing  a  brief  biography  from  Dr.  Hugh  T.  Kerr  of 
Pittsburgh. 

You,  doubtless,  recall  the  number  of  biographies,  good,  bad 
and  indifferent  that  appeared  on  Dwight  L.  Moody,  and  we  are  not  at  all 

desirous  of  intruding  on  any  plans  your  or  others  may  have.  This  is 

only  a  letter  of  inquiry, and  our  deepest  desire  is  to  let  the  life  of 
him  whom  we  loved  speak  out  to  the  large  circle  the  message, which  it  will 
carry. 


With  affectionate  regards. 

Cordially, 


Samuel  M. 


SMZ/lde 


Henry  H.  Sweets 
Consultant 


Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 

Christian  Education  and  Ministerial  Reliep 
Wade  H.  Boggs,  Executive  Secretary 

410  Urban  Building  Wm.  H.  Hopper 

Louisville  2.  Ky.  Treasurer 


'  March  5,  1948 
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Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
8£5  Montgomery  Avenue 
Bryn  Mawr,  Pennsylvania 

Dear  Mrs*  Speers 

I  was  really  sorry  to  learn  that  Dr.  Speer  had  expressed 
disapproval  of  having  a  biography  written  of  him.  It  seems  to 
me  that  such  a  volume  would  do  an  immense  amount  of  goodo 

Of  course,  I  know  that  he  has  l9f't  his  own  message  in 
the  splendid  books  that  came  from  his  pen.  Some  of  these  however 
are  now  out  of  print.  I  have  suggested  several  times  to  the 
Fleming  H.  Revell  Company  that  they  re-issue  his  book,  "The 
Principles  of  Jesus"  and  some  of  the  others  that  hav9  carried 
such  practical  and  helpful  lessons  to  the  youth  of  our  day. 

I  do  not  know  just  what  ought  to  be  done  but  I  am 
constantly  praying  that  Cod  may  give  to  you  and  yours  his  clear 
guidance  in  all  of  these  matters. 

N©  one  will  ever  be  able  to  tell  the  depth  and  the  ex- 
tnet  of  the  influence  of  Robert  E.  Speer. 

I  think  of  you  so  often  and  wish  so  much  I  might  see 
you  again.  You  both  left  a  wonderful  impression  on  the  city  of 
Louisville . 


Your  sincere  friend 
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RALPH  E.  DBFFENDORFER 


150  Fifth  Avenue 
NEW  YORK 


December  5,  1947 


My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

There  is  a  great  vacant  space  in  our  lives  this  week 
made  by  the  passing  of  our  long  time  friend,  companion  and 
counsellor  in  many  affairs  dealing  with  the  great  enterprise 
to  which  we  have  dedicated  our  lives.  It  was  in  1900  or 
1901,  I  think,  when  as  a  student  at  the  Lake  Geneva  Student 
Conference  I  first  saw  and  heard  Dr.  Speer.  He  spoke  on 
"Remember  Jesus  Christ."  His  little  book  had  just  come 
out,  or  was  about  to  be  published  —  no,  it  was  already 
published,  for  I  took  a  copy  to  him.  He  inscribed  it  with 
his  name  and  a  little  message,  and  it  has  been  one  of  my. 
prized  possessions  all  through  these  years,  from. that  time 
on  until  his  retirement  we  were  actively  engaged  in  many 
enterprises.  He  was  always  to  be  relied  upon,  always 
friendly  and  constructive  in  councils,  not  always  agreeing 
but  always  disagreeing  in  love  and  understanding.  He  was 
a  giant  among  us. 

furthermore,  he  has  taught  us  all  something  about 
how  to  retire.  I  often  tell  my  colleagues  that  we  should 
follow  his  example,  and  when  the  time  of  retirement  from 
official  position  comes  then  to  cut  if  off  and  go  about 
other  business.  The  trouble  is  that  not. many  of.  us  have 
the  resources  for  speaking  and  writing  with  which  Dr.  Speer 
was  gifted.  At  any  rate,  he  was  superb  in  the  years  as  he 
approached  his  retirement,  laughingly  telling. us  all  that  he 
was  now  arranging  to  turn  over  the  active  administration  of 
matters  of  interest  and  responsibility  so  that  the  work, 
could  be  done  by  the  next  generation.  How  well  he  carried 
this  out!  While  we  all  missed  him  in  the  last  ten  years 
I  can  honestly  say  that  his  spirit  was  with  us.  His  many 
years  of  service  had  left  such  an  indelible  impression 
upon  us  that  he  was  constantly  in  our  thoughts  and  in  our 
councils  as  we  planned  our  affairs  for  His  Kingdom.  I 
could  write  on  and  on,  but  I  send  this  little  note  that.it 
may  be  added  to  scores  and  scores  of  others  which  you  will 
receive  and  to  assure  you  that  both  Mrs.  Diffendorfer  and  I 
send  our  love  and  good  wishes,  and  will  remember  you  in  our 
prayers  in  these  days. 


Very  sincerely  yours. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 
"Rockledge" , 
Lakeville,  Conn. 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NANKING 
NANKING  5.  CHINA 


OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 


18  December  1947 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
c/o  Board  of  Foreign  Missions 
The  Presbyterian  Church 
156-5th.  Ave. 

Hew  York  City 
U.S.A. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

From  a  clipping  from  the  Hew  York  Times  recently  sent  us  we 
have  learned, with  great  regret,  of  the  passing  of  Dr.  Speer 
in  Bryn  Mawr  Hospital.  During  his  eighty  years  of  life  Dr.  Speer 
helped  many  organizations  and  churches,  and  we  in  far  corners 
of  the  world  have  been  especially  benefitted  in  the  past  years 
by  his  guidance  and  friendship. 

May  we  express  to  you  and  to  your  family,  our  deepest  sympathy 
and  profound  sorrow  at  the  passing  of  your  husband  and  father, 
and  our  own  sorrow  at  the  passing  of  our  good  friend. 

With  regards  to  you  and  your  family,  I  am. 


Most  Sincerely  yours, 


President 


YGC/mkt 


Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States 


CABLE  LIBERATE 


C.  DARBY  FULTON 
EXECUTIVE  SECRETARY 


Exechtht  C!o?oiittee 


iOFi 


Foreign 


PONT  OFFICE  B0S330 

XASUVILLE  1  f  TE5W, 

December  3,  1947 


Rev.  Charles  T.  Leber,  D.  D. 

Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.  4,  4. 

156  Fifth  Avenue 
New  York  City- 

Dear  Dr.  Leber: 

The  news  has  just  come  to  us  of  the  passing  of  our  great 
friend  and  leader.  Dr.  Robert  E.  Speer. 


While  there  has  been  no  official  meeting  of  our  Executive 
Committee  since  this  information  was  received,  and  no  formal  action  has 
therefore  been  possible,  I  8m  sure  that  it  would  be  the  wish  of  our  Com¬ 
mittee  that  I  should  send  you  at  once  this  expression  of  the  deep  sense 
of  loss  that  we  feel  as  a  sister  board  in  the  homegoing  of  this  great 
champion  of  the  cause  of  Foreign  Missions.  I  realize  that  Dr.  Speer  was 
your  very  own  in  a  peculiar  sense;  but  he  was  loved,  admired  and  followed 
by  the  whole  missionary  connection  throughout  the  entire  world.  Your 
great  loss  is  ours,  too,  and  we  share  deeply  with  you  the  sense  of 
bereavement  that  you  must  feel  in  his  homegoing.  We  are  grateful  to  God 
that  He  has  allowed  us  to  be  a  part  of  Dr.  Speer's  generation.  Some  of 
us  knew  him  personally  and  looked  up  to  him  as  our  elder  brother.  His 
kindly  heart,  his  powerful  intellect  and  his  magnificent  faith  were  always 
a  source  of  strength  and  inspiration. 


May  I  then  send  you  this  word  of  remembrance  and  of  fellowship 
as  together  we  thank  God  for  the  life  and  the  work  of  this  great  and  good 
man. 


CDF/b 


FDR  ALL  THE  WORLD 


RESBYTERIAN  PROGRAM  OF  PROGRESS 

FOREIGN  MISSION  GOAL  $4,000,000 
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WALTER  GILBERT  HOAG 
post  Office  Box  2.17 
PITTSFIELD,  MASSACHUSETTS 


Jan.  11th  1948. 


My  dear  friend; 

For  some  weeks  I  have  been  reading  with  much  interest  that  profound 
book  by  the  noted  Biologist  du  Noye,  "Human  Destiny,"  in  which  he  brings  forward 
a  defense  of  the  idea  of  immortality  as  supported  by  the  theory  of  evolution. 

He  used  several  timesthe  term  "wake".  To  quote,  "The  destiny  of  man  is  not 
limited  to  his  existence  on  earth  and  he  must  never  forget  that  fact.  He 
exists  less  by  the  actions  performed  during  his  life  than  by  the  wake  he  leaves 
behind  like  a  shooting  etar....£Ie  may  think  his  death  is  the  end  of  his  reality 
in  this  world.  It  may  be  the  beginning  of  a  greater  and  more  significant  reality.!1 

I  thought  of  this  to-day  when  I  heard  Dr.  Sockman,  in  his  sermon  on  the  Air, 
quote  Dr.  Speer.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  when  Dr.  Speer  heard  a  young  man 
doubt  God  he  was  wont  to  ask  him  what  was  wrong  with  his  moral  life.  Thought 
you  might  be  pleased  to  hear  of  this  reference  so  take  the  liberty  of  sending 

this  on. 

It  wa 8  good  to  hear  your  voice  recently  and  I  regret  that  time,  weather 
and  other  things  prevented  my  running  out  and  seeing  you  in  person.  You  little 
know  how  comforted  I  am  that  your  health  has  so  well  supported  you  during  these 
many  weeks. 

Was  at  the  Farm  on  Wednesday  to  give  Florence  Kirk  a  treatment  and  she  was 

much  improved  at  the  time,  though  not  out  of  bed.  Was  there  for  Sunday  dinner 

a  week  ago  to-day  and  found  the  family  about  fifty,  flad  a  nice  visit  with  Mrs. 

Gould.  I  presume  that  she  with  Eleanor  and  Fritz  are  in  New  York  this  week-end 

for  the  Glenn  Clark  Conference.  .  Miss  Wagner  gave  me  as  a  greeting  and  appreciation 

a  copy  of  "The  Healing  Light"  by  Agnes  Sanford  which  I  have  been  reading  with  keen 

interest.  Agnes  Sanford,  as  you  may  know  is  the  wife  of  an  Episcopal  clergyman 

who  has  had  a  vast  experience  in  healing  with  prayer.  It  is  the  best  work  on  the 

subject  I  have  seen  for  some  time.  Room  to  add  all  my  best  prayers  and  wishes 
that  God  will  continue  to  bless  you  abundantly  -  Ever 


/p  %  i  a  "’-e 


Henry  H.  Sweets 

410  Urban  Building 
LOUISVILLE,  KY. 
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Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville,  Connecticut 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

Sorrow  and  a  sense  of  loneliness  filled  my  heart  last 
evening  when  I  read  in  the  Louisville  Times  of  the  calling  away 
of  your  dear  husband. 

Nobody  can  know  what  Robert  E.  Speer  meant  to  my  life 
during  my  student  days  and  all  the  succeeding  days.  I  was  thrown 
with  him  in  so  many  conferences  and  conventions,  had  many  personal 
interviews  with  him,  and  read  with  deepest  interest  and  largest 
help  the  fine  books  that  came  from  his  pen. 

Wherever  I  have  gone  throughout  the  world  I  have  met 
students  who  place  Dr.  Speer  first  among  those  who  had  richly 
blessed  their  lives.  Few  men  since  the  days  of  the  Apostle  Paul 
have  had  a  broader  and  deeper  ministry  and  have  blessed  more  lives. 

You  and  yours  have  my  deepest  and  tenderest  sympathy. 

He  has  left  you  a  rich  legacy  in  the  memory  of  a  devoted  and 
marvelously  useful  life.  The  fragrance  of  those  precious  memories 
will  oft  refresh  your  souls. 

On  every  hand  I  hear  expressions  of  deepest  appreciation 
of  the  helpful  visits  paid  by  you  and  Dr.  Spear  to  Louisville  in 

1945.  We  are  all  deeply  grateful  for  the  abiding  blessings  that 

came  through  those  meetings. 

I  earnestly  pray  that  the  tender  comfort  which  he  and 
you  have  brought  so  often  to  so  many  hearts  may  be  multiplied  in 
your  experience  at  this  time.  I  am  enclosing  copy  of  two  poems 
that  have  been  of  comfort  to  me. 

That  "the  God  of  all  comfort  and  consolation  who  com- 
forteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort 

them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  our¬ 

selves  are  comforted  of  God,"  may  be  very  near  to  you  at  this  time 
is  my  earnest  prayer. 


Your  sincere  friend 


REV.  FREDERICK  P.  MUDGE 
18  FRANKLIN  PLACE 
MORRISTOWN.  N.  J. 
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Charles  Carroll  Albertson 

1115  FIFTH  AVENUE 
NEW  YORK  CITY 
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DELAVAN  L.  PIERSON 
184  FERNWOOD  AVENUE 
UPPER  MONTCLAIR.  N.  J. 
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PRATER  HEALING  FELLOWSHIP. 


MILTON  ABBEY,  BLANDFORD,  DORSET. 
REFERENCE.  Robert. 


Your  letter  arrived  safely.  It  was  laid  on  the  Altar  of 
Healing,  with  prayer  for  God's  blessing,  guidance  and  healing. 

The  name  has  also  been  entered  in  the  Book  of  Healing,  which 
is  kept  on  the  Alter  in  the  Abbey  Chapel, 

The  needs  of  the  sick  and  suffering,  and  other  special 
needs,  are  remembered  in  prayer  in  the  Abbey  Chapel  at  12.30.p.m. 
each  week  day  (except  Saturday).  A  Healing  Communion  Service 
is  celebrated  on  Tuesday  mornings  at  7.45  a.m. 

Prayer  and  faith  do  not  heal.  God  heals.  All  healing 
flows  from  God.  Prayer  and  faith  are  channels  through  which 
we  receive  God’s  healing  for  every  sickness  and  every  disease. 

It  does  not  matter  that  those  who  pray  for  you  do  not 
know  you.  What  matters  is  God's  love  in  the  hearts  of  those 
who  pray,  and  that  we  are  in  tune  with  Him.  God  is  Love:  His 
love  is  our  life:  our  life  in  His  love  is  our  health  and  healing, 

If  you  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the  Healing  Message  of 
the  Gospel,  I- advise  you  to  read  the  subject  for  yourself.  If 
you  are  keen  and  hungry  to  know  more  about  divine  healing  you 
will  put  your  heart  into  it.  God  does  not  ask  us  to  have  a 
blind  faith:  faith  is  spiritual  insight  and  understanding. 

Please  send  new/s  of  progress  when  there  is  any  change  to 
report.  You  have  assured  us  of  your  co-operation:  we  cannot 
indefinitely  remember  those  from  whom  we  have  no  report.  It 
will  greatly  assist  us  if,  in  all  correspondence  you  will 
please  give  the  Christian  name  and  address  in  block  letters, 
and  have  the  designation  Mr.,  Mrs.,  Miss  or  other  title 
affixed . 

With  the  best  wishes  and  prayers  of  the  Abbey  family  and 
Fellowship, 


Yours  sincerely, 

t'l  ,  (  The  Rev:  ) 


Warden. 
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*  H>eccmii  ^resbptertan  Ctjurcij 

Fifth  Avenue,  between  Fulton  and  Grand  Streets 
TROY,  NEW  YORK 


Rev.  Frederick  W.  Evans,  D  D. 

Minister 
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ORMSBY  AVENUE  AT  FIRST  STREET 
LOUISVILLE  8.  KENTUCKY 

Dec.  2nd,  1947. 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer, 

Lakeville,  Connecticut. 

My  dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

About  ten  minutes  ago  we  first  learned  of  the  deatn 
of  Dr.  Speer.  I  am  writing  immediately  to  express 
the  deep  sympathy  of  Mrs.  Gunn  and  myself.  Mother 
went  Home  a  year  ago  last  April,  so  they  are  both 
at  Home  with  the  Lord. 

So  many  times  during  my  privileged  fellovrship  with 
Dr.  Speer,  I  have  wondered  how  it  would  be  not  to 
have  him  with  us.  There  was  something  about  him 
which  seemed  to  me  to  be  immortal. 

Dr.  Speer  will  continue  to  live  on  in  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  a  multitude  which  no  man  can  number.  I  find 
myself  often  asking  the  question,  what  would  Dr.  Speer 
do  under  such  circumstances. 

Those  who  knew  you  both  realize  that  you  were  of  one 
mind  and  one  heart  in  the  spiritual  ministry  which 
he  performed.  May  his  presence  with  the  Lord  and  your 
uncompleted  ministry  here  give  you  great  power  and 
peace  until  you  have  fulfilled  His  plan  for  your  life. 

Yours  sincerely. 
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YALE  UNIVERSITY 
NEW  HAVEN  CONNECTICUT 

OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

December  1,  1947 


Mrs.  Robert  E.  Speer 
Lakeville 

Connecticut 

Dear  Mrs.  Speer: 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  have 
learned  of  the  death  of  your  husband.  I  write 
to  express  on  behalf  of  Yale  University  our 
sincere  sympathy. 


Yours  faithfully, 


AJ  '  ^  i  j 

CH4.  ***£*?  £rVc««-c. 

&7  b-trQsfast- , 

?^#rw/vt,  ^  Jj£ f  ff^.  J 

$i^L,  PTcsM.  ;  "”" 

(L^utyyJL-  fi~***^ 

hrrrJ^  ^o-tA A*-  C&L4L4-  '£tAA^>*~<*--£-* 

ju*AA/~  ^ 

U^cstSts 

rK/  ft-* 

S(jf  Jt  t/L^ex^  ^J^C- 

'$*r'  (XaaA—-  f3-At 

,  ^C***  i<4f<r& 

$"  ^Kf't/  '^AA-^*0^rl  °^AAAst y'i  '£&sfl~. 

t/\yL*Cj  /;laaa*-*C£—  ^&-4*ytsjm  -c«  <t£%_ 


^-C-C.  i  ^  irm  t 

~&L sis£zt^cj[  '  J 

r&A**~  Tr*^6  stAJ)  P7*-jL-  y£k. 

Oula-J(^  syi<c*r~r\^  «c^c 


p4u(j( 


u  ?r  4^JLe^  ,  stcjrls  i*/-£+^Cr 

'IlAj  /uo4^cesfc^$^  sto**r*\/ +  CLo 

iCl'-  -  <St-<-*-*f  /eL<XL-^fi^  — 

S7*Ut~+- hsf- 

Uf-LtfJr  ol,  &/  ?***>t*7£z- 


~£*l4A^  j 

iuu4  JLl*0LAS  €rLjt-^  14S-&0  "£*^1^1 — 


SAMUEL  M.  ZWEMER 

THIRTY  THREE  FIFTH  AVE. 
NEW  YORK  3,  N.  Y. 


-7 4"  - 


y  - 


fts'x/.  y  .  Laa  «^<x— 

v^JL  A-w  « H.  -e*&X^  j- 

fc,  K)rX^aJ^4j-jf^  e&r-  &u£lx>S~ 

9  ✓  ✓?  <?  .  , .  /  LAfe—A^e*. a^c~^A«iA 

r — vv^iAOf  — /T^  ^  *AAvh4^Ar&’  — —  '  £ 

C-^ [fL^x^r^eA^^  AmJA~  iM.^y  <&JZ4t££$.  &lAA  f~AJ-  t4/~$A 

/ \J  A*AA<  (A'*L*-AAZ.j 


- -  Ct_rfUZ^a-*r  ^~C^cl 

^<T2  a^-  -  e«^?  ^ 


MARKHAM  W.  STACKPOLE 
242  HIGHLAND  STREET 
MILTON  MASSACHUSETTS 


V 


.  .. 
<5>  -**-  ^2^  ,- 


~£e-^~— t.  . 

f  >&*~e  ^e-2-^  -2*^- 

/Zir&^Za  ^£A 

_  ^e  y£^<^A~ 


<-*£& — o 


c 

-^^-c 


•  w-  ^A<- -W 

*>  ,_  -__VT 

^S^L.  f  / 


7%—trc-cs 


E'J^^  P* 


2?e^yr  £t>  £~ 

<^££±.  ~*Z*^ 


Raymond  C.  Walker,  Minister 
THE  MARKET  SQUARE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 


y—  /  *7  vy 


V 


'"‘-'V'L-'CJ 


^3- 

^Ufy^ 


^c^C^ii  j^\ 


.  . 


Af 


r\-j^  3j>  ' 


Ksj* - 

L\yi^  ls_4_<>e^ 

^1  A"  ^l^~lx-j  Vt^t^^d  ^cZiZ. 

f\xA^i  UjULt^  ■ 

\\a^B-^ j2^  'Au I 

* 

* 

/IjJ^aJ^x-4_si 


j£US - ^"^Z^yv  HflA^lOlL  Ms^tAJl  j2w^ 

^n.  vvol  .  |SK'1-*W 

frs^r  ( 


I Oaax^uu^  /<ta  Vuu^v 

^V  &ML 


■fc^Vt/UL  , 

'v 


\uULj£) 

^0“ - lA~^uJb 

QlJL^a^s, — 

VW^->  r  <Srfz2~_p  o  s~r  JLA>~ej~z 


^-w  Pw-^  q 

'-hu^  ^  LU^a-4 

A 

^  * 

•^r'  U^-Jfr  HDbcA.  ^t-'^--^^ 


suJc  /Q-e>  VU 

Ia — -'i _ 


cTVJL 

^  — gj 


IteCC'  <3tw4-4^y  6c 

*M/ 


I  6^g  . 


6-r~*'v'u 


uX^c^U  fe- 


—  - -fit — ^Vl-^4^1— 


Ku&tZ, 


^Vu_c.  VVi-c~^iu 

-,  (jL3^,  Cu.  a, 

IaXa cL^K 

^  ^y2^2.  - 

CTUW  bO  TlX,  ^bsr--~yx^ 


I far 


TT^ijiMf-  <rv  ICTu^vfe, 
lSV^ c*  ioz.  . 


1100  PARK  AVENUE 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


ikw 


UPGLd  & 


Mirvui^  ALud 

dhiMMu  (*rf~  wilM  did 

MA  /  i.  v-cu  tf) /c  'sj  4  -uMl/'J- 

f^/k. 

dlM  "tyj  Ojtonca/  ''Jfu 

tU  Iw  unu  (-alhd  Lndf 

UA  Q  ditto  ~idj  iMy. 

iuj~  V  IcUs/W  ~dc&d  djt4  -cut 

JMjJ-C-P  UrOlA  ItCUM 

Myjuj,  %  ItOA.  ~ndd  U 


Aeruyt 


Mrs.  J.  Russell  Chandler 

1241  OLMSTEAD  AVENUE 
BRONX  61.  NEW  YORK  CITY 


QmJ  inuuu.  jhaa/ 

uAmA  rfr*  Uuw  'UaX/ 

ajj  #W  ueAw,  S  cuu  'MAiUuJ 

Pirtitfil  LdJ  AAjtj^iju/ 

L o\  Muuj  dJJt'udi  tkip. 
UlL  iiirut  a  Muj1' 
jmuaMu  0  tiu  ^ Ud  tmuudtiz/ 

l/uj  LaJ  <^y  kyUlg/  2t  ty 

ru  ~^Kud.<SLu,  ^  kJrJ  7 

-  Irwi.  7? -7  7 /A It / 


msui  *  ^ 

QmJ  STM  (j  ih  tLop  tduci 
*Mm  A  CUtd '  3" o~hjJ  AMMJLcuJiti 
dlAAMJ. 


W \xX  ^ 


,  MLyj^n. 

A 


<2^  a  — 

f 

y  *  £)+***6?  '^T  $  £  a^i -<L*  c?&6L-t2jz — 

2CL*-.  /<* 

/2<L  -r-eZ- 


-*^£- 


— - 


C 


C2-&-£~ 


9  o&^zr 


/yz- 


* 


185  East  Palisade  Avenue 
Englewood,  N.J. 


Qlua)  y>cN-A\_  (k^_a\..Axi0V 

cruix. 

Id 

^lK3^T§^SOv^  OmjT^ 
o>_  yvxS^  vLdl^ 


^  vx> 


j  \  '  //  ^0  /\  'S-/  _ 

'  Q«J^C 

tr-  ^4-  *~f-  /  _ 

j*  &uA~ 

Ca~c4^  CL4j-  h*~**j£  I—  i 

*kx»-4~  U-  ^-^fy 

t~a-^r~e^  Yj.  £r-ry(^*-7~r9-ti/  ^  £*4c(yJ  _ 

X^-  -jtL&(sd*4--t--*-f  $-**+  J 

a 


4wt-«-  O^C-  fTJO  j^Ur*jL£y 

(/i/c_  r±*-c^-r*-L^  *&t)  'ir-or-y 

2«-ry  K^tUy  ^  ' 

_ -  <«-*  Uve^C  t-**-'  /Qtr-C*- 1-eC.  TSerrW  - 

£  ^  /iu^t  <*-  ^-^4L  w 

-*Sr*w<,  u^u4-  <-**'*-  —*- 

f**%  i^yj  t£T^- 

ftLUJ 

^^6.  >w~^y 

/  _  _ _ 


X_ 

jau~  £  >~«y  :"  ,:‘r-^  ^*"7  r^ 

.  JrLt-^oL^r-  ^ 

<*~- *~~~  f ~~/ 

L  XX<  /  ^  /Jr~lX 

it^TUA-  ^  .  ^ 

,  AA  *  u  J  y^4- 

'  _  -  ~  TSt w^i  •<-*«/■*,  ' 

w  «^<  «y  7 

/  •  --X  ,r+^A^  *r  ^  - 

g^srhUj  r<^- 

4J~*~~-  7  y 

t^:.  ^~»  ^”7 

/1A  aJL  ~ 

^~*~  /  **-^4-*^  ^C-^_  Tt-rA'  - 


^;r^7^'  ’  /  . 

^  <^A/.  7. 

_  ^  a™  ^"U^C,  ^ 

^  ^  ^*~  ^  - 

yCv<-^c  _  ^t^-ca  A 

7t«+  4>ty  «-f»  ^  **-*-£  £vr«-Z^£-T^{^*~l 

tA^  w«y 

a^^/  A-v  A^~  r^'—A 

*A'5*A  ^  ^  ' 

4^  4.  <>~/a^aa  r^y, 

lJz^  A—  d‘^UA~ 

^m.  <A.  4^  •<"*"' A~-  -f-^ 

irM~t  ^  ^ 

-  fly-4^  4*CCC  <£*-  '^f'T^rrlMy 


$*_  aU-  &>-+^  ^  / 

^  ~  -{xrtsOC- 

-6zZh^  £<-***-- 


*  YA'A,  ""  r^  £. 

B^*-  U-^J - ^ 


£  f- 

J  pLu.  *'’4'  *** 

„  ■  -t/l 

^  .,/*  Crir*-jU  *-*£  *-*-*-<-  h—L 

*JL  *d~  »— < ^  •  ■*■  Mx:  f*4*i 

^6u£~  *~ 

_  d\U^ 

.//-t-tL  /^->W-«rV  ^"t,- ^  '/  < 

a/^*-*-  ^J-t_  Tvi^t^y.  '^nt*  f  6£*^C' 

i^^c^y.  J— 

^4-  *t«-t^f  0-<^t~  *~^  /^Lf^- 

~t£^.  .  '^~  •Q^e^r  ~/Lj->-}^  O—yat^y^,  —  ^^^t-^(jiy/ 

trr  B+4**)  J$*U-  ^4^-  -" 


fLu- 


6f  rL.js^  ^ 

<r+^Jrv,~ 

4^2r^ ^ ^ 
^  ^  ^  " 
ClsH^  4^Ly7-t«>  '  k JL-^-t—.  ~h^r-^  ^r-66-t-T<_^. 

u,  'L-  -LyS  Cr-TU—  rUrk-*  <-  ^  o-c-ri—f  PskL 

fk  ?  ^  ^  ^  f  P~i"  'If’?' 

<kL  <U^  ^yc^c  ^L  ^  *^7 

^£jt^i  \Z~  4^4-  ^  u"  ' 

'J-^tr^±  '  X**^ 

Jy-'j-VY^  SJ-P—  h~  /j&^tk'  -X-*-P 

^  <f^  . 

hi  t/*y*or-  sH-r+mJ  *~  £-tkJLP.J2^  /  A 
J?e  _  v4?> 7^1^ 

■LST*-* — —7*  ^  .  -? 

^  /ci-t^L, zs/r7c^  „ 
^  /ft©) 


<yy.  '  / 

ia^  £^^-'  4r^s-t- 

£*-+7. - ^1-/^-  ^  J, 

-J  t~r'j  Hy-C-*  £-'>-  ' 7  n  -O  —  '*-*-£  \0—e> 

^/-7-lC^L~.  Aty  '^o-c^~  ^"A-  - -  ■^"'-'C-  *A 

C</~L^C*  h-<d  ^;  *l>t£-'  ^_a—  4k**  V  £  w  /_, 

^4  4r-r*o^  ^ 

h  t^r^L  ~iZZ  —  S^ 

(rury^  -"- 

^4^-  '<*p**~'  &L,  e^UC^  y(Jr~<~*'  ^^>rv*c - - 

*  -  ■  *  ’ 

Ay " 


'X 


■ 


\  ' 


4- 

17  EAST  89th  STREft 


NEW  YORK  28,  N.  Y. 


Jjjjjjj^ 

I 


/; 


y, 


yftyrrJU. 

/ITS  Juj-j*-.,  ^  •  v ,  ■  •  -.==■-., 

V  /TV;*  -/'>•-—  TiT  jly^oj/T^ ' U-€n/'T~- 

KMnKii 


-M2-  ^Jy>cjJk  CaJ^GuJ-^ —  / 


We 


IkC^TV'^ 


/  14 

/■fc&a* 

^M^l7ls^0x^,  i zjo^^j%&~d£  L*~&^t  rrw^JL 

<J§>  LA^X^t^C^-.  (p>  ^UjlA-  • 

7l^X^7s<jxJLd).^  —  Vt^x4^e-  'i-ZJX^-r' 

T~t)  h  _  .4 ^-/  r>vt  Z-57  -/ . 

/-Jcc4^  cx^-^ju  QU&. 

^l^oJU>. 

w^Ju  yT^jLxJi  yte-  CkJJL  W/W-^ 

oc<^_cL  ^vu^hJ-xzT' 

Ifffflfcsil: 

OL^dE 

/'&*-&-*-, £J^ycx^JC'  ’%!<-*-&  ,=^m. 

tLc-  cLlJ^ 


yhrCx^  CL, 

yh~b^~ fiJ 


%L 

O-aJlJ-  FlZ*~a- 

/&  -Xj+jy*. 
<Strk^X-C 

if# 

MJ2-  la 

^  c«. 


■L,  jrtJJtw,  ~7^-+Laa« 


r_*L~cL 

y&ZJ-£ 


cr-o.^- 


...^  ^xziu 

<lzlWSM 


v.  yH^JL  v  -^c^. 

c~jf!X^*~5l — *  »  y  j 


:  5  'S-iJi^ L^M_^  l  C+~CK^  MplMp  "  ijlil,  •  i 

/  j.J  * &jis>~A~-  tix* —  /^Tl.  ^  * 


/£2~- 

^er \s~*-a*~ 


^KSD^-,  •IH 

jlT  ' 

_&~  riA^e-c-c^ 


■,^|p— 


i  j  —  -  -  -  j^A^cnA' 

£*_^cL_  %«L  *^1|J_ 


#  >44^JL=L 


C^COS- 


«  'in*"  ■* 

i*Lccn*~ 


£)trv 


,  %4rv~.  epUfy  J  ^  7 

A*<  WJdtfA^ 

A^-  ^ 

'ESB^rB 

-a/  <JU 

!^vcX  >  '"^ 

•/  17 

^  "taw.'  ^  _  • 

y J  ^  ^/(Tf . 


EfcuuiC 


^  ^y^U^AAsU' 

juuJji  OL^- 

htu >  ^ 

CL«M 

-Jiv^  Mr^P  /vuuyd-  <yoUiJ^  yyu^A^ 

s$L(s^L&~  l  /i  —  C  /  _  /  //as 

Q yui  yU^ri^T''1^  -^A^ut/U  & 

*sriU 

auS-  ^ 

ho  a  r^C-  GwA^'  /y<yU^r  j 

trfZTe^u-,  PP.py 

XiT  J-  W  &r yy^f^r- 

Hrf  V  ,„ 

wA.JrJ^  frrUPbppP- 


nj,MJ  Vu/vUM 

1  —  (ylyi~-  ' y 


pZLu  /- 
PA*J*tf***2 


TOO  EAST  PALISADE  AVENUE 


ENGLEWOOD 


NEW  JERSEY 


25  November  1947 

V 

Dear  Marnie, 

Ihese  are  the  cards  which 
came  with  the  flowers  which  we 
arranged  in  the  chapel.  I  thought 
it  would  be  easier  for  your  mother 
if  I  sent  them  directly  to  you  and 
you  can  give  them  to  her  when  you 
think  best.  I  know  she  must  be 
very  tired  and  I  am  sorry  I  cannot 
be  around  once  in  a  while  to  give 
her  a  hand  with  all  the  letters 
she  will  want  to  write. 

My  happy  association  with 
your  family  through  the  many  years 
is  something  I  like  to  think  about 
and  from  which  I  get  lots  of  ideas 
in  handling  the  problems  we  all 
have  in  these  trying  times. 

It  was  nice  to  see  you  again 
but  hard  to  realize  that  such  a  sad 
occasion  had  brought  us  together. 

If  there  is  anything  I  can 
do  for  your  mother  at  any  time  I 
know  you  will  call  upon  me.  Please 
give  her  my  love. 
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MRS.  ARTHUR  BA V E 

963  VIRGIL  AVENUE 
RIDGEFIELD.  NEW  JERSEY 
MOhSEMERE  6-4956 


December  2,  1947 


My  dear  Mrs  Barbour: 

Last  evening  I  wrote  Mother  at  Lakeville 
because  1  had  misl  id  your  letter  nd  tonight  find  it  in  my 
bag  where  I  put  it  as  I  was  going  to  New  fork  when  the  mail 
man  handed  it  to  me. 


I  do  so  much  appreciate  your  writing  to  me  because  otherwise 
I  might  not  have  known 

Mrs  Speer  has  been  an  anchor  for  me  during  the  past  thirty 
years  -  her  friendliness  unfailing  as  it  has  been  was 
something  strong  and  steady  to  tie  to.  And  she  has  con¬ 
stantly  sent  me  booklets  and  things  which  were  so  very 
helpful.  I  do  not  like  to  think  of  her  as  being  hurt 
in  any  way. 

I  am  so  glad  that  you  and  your  sister  and  brother  are 
near  to  help  carry  the  load  while  it  is  heaviest. 


Very  sincerely, 


Again  I  thank  you. 


WILLIAM  WALLACE 

Calle  Del  Sena  No.  69 
Mexico,  D.  F.,  Mexico 
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86  East  End  Avenue, 
New  York  City,  N.Y. 


November  25th. 


Muddie  darling, 

I  have  been  thinking  about  you,  you 
especially  and  Mamie  and  Billy,  and  Patty  too,  very 
much,  and  very  lovingly  at  this  time.  I  know  how 
comfortingly  you  will  all  help  one  another  in  this 
loneliness  f  for  there  must  be  a  kind  of  human  lone¬ 
liness  even  while  you  know  the  blessing  of  the  commum- 
of  the  Saints.  I  shall  miss  the  fine  strong  pre¬ 

sence  of  Mr. Speer  very  much  myself,  from  the  days 
up  at  Camp  Diamond  when  he  used  to  be  so  good  and  gay 
with  all  of  us  children  to  the  days  when  I  saw  him  last 
up  at  Lakeville  when  he  would  welcome  ihe  sc  affectionately 
like  a  real  member  of  his  own  family.  But  I  too  feel 
that  he  will  still  keep  me  as  a  member  of  his  own  family, 
sustaining  me  in  these  sad,  hard  days  of  the  wobld. 

I  wish  that  I  could  have  been  at  the  services  in 
Bryn  Mawr  and  at  Er.glawood,  but  somehow  I  felt  that  he 
would  want  me  to  carry  on  with  my  work  -  which  pretty 
well  filled  both  days.  I  can  imagine  how  bravely  and 
sacrificially  the  services  were  celebrated,  with  your 
steadfast  faitn  to  sustain  you  all. 

Thank,  you  and  Billy  and  Mornie  for  keeping  me 
in  close  touch  with  you  all.  Billy  told  me  that  Patty 
was  coming  home  and  that  will  give  you  joy.  I  wonder 
if  she  is  bringing  Fiona  with  her  as  she  planned  to  do 
when  I  was  there.  I  hope  I  may  see  hsr  before  she, 

or  they  go  home.  I  do  love  you  all  very  much. 

I  am  goi lg  down  tomorrow  to  Washington  for  the 
Thanksgiving  Holiday  to  be  with  the  Benior  Links  and  the 
Grahams.  Mysister  is  so  much  worse  than  she  was,  and 
sytill  triumphantly  heroic. 


Gould  farm 


GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MASS. 
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A  Prayer. 
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We  seem  to  g^.ve  him  back  to  Thee,  dear  Lord,  who  gavest  him 
/' 

to  us.  Yet  Thou  did  not  lose  him  in  giving,  so  we  have  not  lost 
him  by  his  return.  Not  as  the  world  givest,  givest  Thou,  0  lover 
of  soulsl  What  Thou  givest  Thou  takest  not  away;  for  what  is  Thine 
is  ours  always,  if  we  are  Thine.  And  life  is  eternal;  and  love  is 
immortal;  and  death  is  only  a  horizon;  and  a  horizon  is  nothing  save 
the  limit  of  our  sight. 

Lift  us  up,  therefore,  strong  Son  of  G-od,  that  we  may  see  further 
cleanse  our  eyes  that  we  may  see  more  clearly  ;  draw  us  closer  to 
Thyself  that  we  may  know  ourselves  nearer  to  our  beloved  who  is  with 
Thee. And  while  Thou  dost  prepare  a  place  for  us,  prepare  us  for  that 
happy  place, that  where  they  are,  we  too  may  be.  Through  Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord.  Amen. 

A  Prayer. 

Almighty  God,  we  come  to  Thee  because  we  need  Thee.  Without  Thee 
we  are  poor  and  weak,  and  with  Thee  we  can  be  brave  and  strong.  We 
bow  ourselves  before  Thy  will.  We  yield  ourselves  before  Thy  law. 

Thou  sendest  forth  Thy  spirit,  we  are  created;  Thou  takest  away  our 
breath,  we  return  to  Thee.  In  death. as  in  life,  in  sorrow  as  in  joy. 
Thou  art  waiting  to  bless  us,  if  we  but  turn  to  Thee.  Thou  dost  gird 
and  guide  us, though  we  know  it  not;  and  the  shadow  with  which  Thou 
darkenest  our  way  is  but  the  shadow  of  Thy  close-approaching  and 
over-brooding  presence. 

Send  us  back  to  out  lives  more  eager  to  serve  Thee,  and  more  in¬ 
clined  to  live  Thee,  as  though  in  this  mysterious  presence  we  had 
learned  to  know  the  deeper  meaning  and  responsibility  of  life.  Amid 
the  changes  of  this  world  make  us  strong  ana.  calm,  because  we  rest 


in  Thee. 


Amen 
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Cbrist  tbe  Comforter. 

"  Whosoever  liveth  and  believeth  in  me  shall  never 
die."  John  xi :  26. 

Beside  the  dead  I  knelt  for  prayer, 

And  felt  a  presence  as  I  prayed. 

Lo  !  it  was  Jesus  standing  there. 

He  smiled  :  “  Be  not  afraid  !  ” 

“Lord,  Thou  hast  conquered  death,  we  know  ; 

Restore  again  to  life,”  I  said, 

“This  one  who  died  an  hour  ago.” 

He  smiled :  “  He  is  not  dead  !  ” 

“Asleep  then,  as  thyself  didst  say, 

Yet  thou  canst  lift  the  lids  that  keep 
His  prisoned  eyes  from  ours  away  !  ” 

He  smiled  :  “  He  doth  not  sleep  !  “ 

“Nay  then,  tho’  haply  he  do  wake, 

And  look  upon  some  fairer  dawn, 

Restore  him  to  our  hearts  that  ache  !  ” 

He  smiled  :  “  He  is  not  gone  !  ” 

“Alas  !  too  well  we  know  our  loss, 

Nor  hope  again  our  joy  to  touch 
Until  the  stream  of  death  we  cross.” 

He  smiled  :  “  There  is  no  such  !  ” 

“Yet  our  beloved  seem  so  far, 

The  while  we  yearn  to  feel  them  near, 
Albeit  with  thee  we  trust  they  are.” 

He  smiled  :  “And  I  am  here  !  ” 

“Dear  Lord,  how  shall  we  know  that  they 
Still  walk  unseen  with  us  and  thee, 

Nor  sleep,  nor  wander  far  away  ?  ” 

He  smiled  :  “  Abide  in  Me.” 
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cannot  say,  and  I  will  not  say 
Tkat  ke  is  dead,  he  is  just  away/ 
Witk  a  ckeepy  smile  and  a  wave  of  tke  kand 
He  kas  wandeped  into  an  unknown  land 

And  left  us  dpeaming  kow  vepyfaip 
It  needs  must  be,  since  ke  Ijngeps  tkepe. 
And  you  -  ok  you,  wko  tke  wildest  yeapn 
Fop  tke  old-time  step  and  tke  glad  petupn 

Tkink  of  kim  faping  on, as  deap 
In  tke  love  of  Tkepe  as  tke  love  of  Here 
Tkink  of  kim  still  as  tke  same, I  say, 

He  is  not  dead -ke  is  just  away. 


0; 


JAMES  WHITCOMB  RILE» 
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A  PRINCE  IN  ISRAELI 


A  Prince  in  Israel  now  sleeps, to  wake 

In  the  Elysian  fields , ' amidst  the  throng 
Of  the  Redeemed!  Kis  pilgrinmiage ,  so  long 
Ang  glorious,  at  end!  No  shadows  "break 
Upon  him  there, but  light!  He  walks  in  wake 

Of  countless  souls,  whom  he  has  taught  the  song 
Of  Moses  and  the  Lamb!  His  life, so  strong, 

Lasts  on, in  endless  day, for  Christ's  own  sake! 

His  rich,  creative  powers  of  hea,rt  and  mind. 

Their  full  fruition  reap, above  the  sun 

And  stars, in  heav'n's  full-orbed, fadeless  emprise 
Our  loss, his  gain!  forever  he  shall  find 

The  truth  he  loved  and  lived!  His  work  is  done, 

On  earth, now  glorified  beyond  the  skies! 

R.E.S.  T?'.H.F. 


November  23:1947 


193  West  Main  Street, Norwalk, Ohio 


November  26:1947. 

Dear  Mrs.Speerj- 

May  I  extend  to  you, and  to  your 
children, my  Christian  condolences!  I  pray  that 
you  may  find  the  strong  and  sheltering  solace 
of  the  "Everlasting  Arms!"  May  our  Heavenly  Eathe 
guide  and  guard  you, and  give  you  comfort  and 
courage  for  the  night  of  sorrow, until  the  morning 
comes, with  those  whom  you  "have  loved  and  lost 
awhile!"  Faithfully, 


William  Hiram  Eoulkes 


Mrs. Robert  E. Speer 
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ROBERT  ELLIOTT  SPEER 
1867-1947 

Strong  souled, great  hear  ted, with  a  vast  concern 
For  mighty  matters  burning  in  his  breast, 
he  held  no  barter  with  the  bid  of  fame. 

The  lure  of  cottoned  ease, the  blandishments 
Of  power  and  gold, nor  shunned  the  pilgrimage 
O'er  moor  and  morass  toward  the  sun-capped  hills. 

He  stood, these  years, a  tow* ring  crest  up  thrust 
Above  the  plains  of  littleness  ana  sloth. 

With  meekness  terrible.  The  teeming  hours 
He  channeled  to  one  purpose — that  the  world 
Might  find  its  Nazarene  and  know  its  peace. 

He  challenged, deep  and  sure, the  heart  of  youth, 
And,lo!  a  host  flung  forth  with  eager  feet 
Love  shod  to  speed  th'  evangel  of  the  Christ. 

His  sword  is  sheathed  but  the  edge  it  gave 
To  other  blades  will  carry  on  the  fight 
For  righteousness.  How  rich  those  work-filleu  days! 
How  can  such  die!  His  radiant, glowing  faith. 

His  life  incarnate  in  our  quest  for  God, 

Will  trumpet  us  to  triumphs  he  has  won. 


Elliot  Field 
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on  cannot  sai|,  i^ou  must  not  s aij 
ITiat  ke  is  dead.  4~l e  is  just  awaij. 
itla  a  ciieeruj  smile,  and  a  wave  oftke  hand 
He  lias  wandered  into  an  unknown  land, 
jAnd  left  us  dreamina  kow  very  fair 
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since  He  lingers  fkere; 
So  tk  ink  of  In i w  faring  on,  as  dear 
<5n  tke  I  ove  oPTu  ere  as  ihe  love  of  Id  ere, 
nil  ink  of  k  im  still  as  ike  same,  and  saij 
4de  is  noi  dead,  ke  is  just  awai^. 


JAMES  WHITCOMB  RILEY 
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We  seem  to  give  /{••»«  baGc  to 
thee,  dear  God,  who  gavest 
to  us.  Yet,  as  thou  didst  not  lose 
in  giving,  so  we  have  not 
by  return.  Not  as 

the  world  givetn/  givest  thou,  O 
Lover  of  souls !  What  thou  givest, 
thou  takest  not  away.  For  what  is 
thine  is  ours  always,  if  we  are 
thine.  And  Life  is  eternal ;  and  lovp 
is  immortal ;  and  death  is  onl /  a 
horizon ;  and  a  horizon  is  nothing 
save  the  lim.t  of  our  sight.  Gift  us 
up,  strong  Son  of  God,  that  we  may 
see  further ;  cleanse  our  eyes  that 
we  may  see  more  clearly :  draw  us 
closer  to  thyself  that  we  may  know 
ourselves  nearer  to  our  beloved  who 
are  with  thee.  And  while  thou  dost 
prepare  a  place  for  us,  prepare  us 
for  that  happy  place,  that  where 
they  are,  and  thou  art,  we  too  may 
be;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 


Am  <•  /€(•«« 
Jut*,  a.  Aw<««  /■ 


^«w  o<»3  c^fftt  /i«r  <?  A  r* 

^  ^^A^fif^AL  MERCIER 

ON  ^ 

"Secret  Sanctity” 


"I  am  going  to  reveal  to  you  a  secret  of 
sanctity  and  happiness. 

"If  every  day  during  five  minutes  you 
will  keep  your  imagination  quiet,  shut 
your  eyes  to  all  the  things  of  sense  and 
close  your  ears  to  all  sounds  of  earth, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  withdraw  into  the 
sanctuary  of  your  baptised  soul,  which 
is  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  speak¬ 
ing  to  that  Holy  Spirit,  saying: 

'G  Holy  Spirit,  soul  of  my  soul,  I  adore 
Thee, 

Enlighten,  guide,  strengthen  and  console 
me. 

Tell  me  what  I  ought  to  do,  and  com¬ 
mand  me  to  do  it. 

I  promise  to  be  submissive  in  everything 
that  Thou  permittest  to  happen  to  me, 
only  show  me  what  is  Thy  will.' 

"If  you  will  do  this,  your  life  will  pass 
happily  and  serenely.  Consolation 
will  abound  even  in  the  middle  of 
troubles.  Grace  will  be  given  in  pro¬ 
portion  of  trial  as  well  as  strength  to 
bear  it,  bringing  you  to  the  Gates  of 
Paradise”  .  .  . 


John  henry  strong 

THE  ANTLERS 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLORADO 


Thursday  Nov. 13 


Dear  Emma: 

Your  letter  has  come  with  its  word 
of  Robert’s  severe  illness  —  written 
Monday.  I  am  with  you  in  most  earnest 
prayer.  May  you  feel  the  "Everlasting  £rms" 
in  the  trial  of  uncertainty,  as  wisdom  is 
given  "liberally"  for  every  step  needing  to 
be  taken.  In  Robert  the  condition  required 
by  Romans  8:  11  is  so  truly  fulfilled  that 
I  am  asking  that  the  "quickening "  of  the 
Spirit  may  be  richly  given. 

Only  a  few  weeks  ago  I  lost  my  earliest 
intimate  boyhood  friend,  Ryland  Kendrick,  and 
am  pleading  with  our  Father  to  still  leave 
me  Robert . . .  His  mere  presence  with  us  here 
is  such  a  wealth  of  comfort,  counsel,  joy  and 
strength.  May  it  be,  as  we  wait  submissively 
and  trustfully,  sure  that  the  Father  will  give 
us  His  very  best. 


My  love  tp  you  both! 


JOHN  HENRY  STRONG 
THE  ANTLERS 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLORADO 


Nov.  19,  1947 


Dear  Emma: 

Robert  and  you  are  in  my  remembrance, 

I  want  you  to  know,  day  and  night.  Since 
Thursday,  the  fourteenth,  at  about  four  in 
the  afternoon,  I  have  been  unable  to  be  anxious 
about  Robert;  and  though  I  know  by  experience 
that  those  gifts  of  peace  need  interpretation, 
and  may  mean  no  more  than  that  we  have  been 
heard  and  that  God  will  give  due  weight  to  our 
desires  in  his  decisions,  I  still  stay  hopeful, 
saying  to  myself  that  "no  news  is  good  news". 

One  cannot  forget  that  Robert  and  I  are 
far  along  the  trail  where  life-expectancy  is 
not  very  great,  yet  I  add  to  the  thought  of  such 
a  constitution  as  his, fevored  by  temperate 
living,  the  thought  of  his  vast  capacity  still 
to  bless  not  his  home  and  friends  only  but  the 
needy  ministry  and  the  still  needier  church...! 
Well,  we  know  who  is  at  the  helm,  giving  every 
fact,  desire  and  need  its  full  weight...  With 
love  to  you  both,  , 


John  Henry  Strong 

THE  ANTLERS 

COLORADO  SPRINGS,  COLORADO 


March  7/48 


Dear  Emma: 

Thank  you  for  those  lines.  Yes*  I'll 
gladly  write  my  Andover  memories  of  Robert,  I 
hope  ere  long.  A  friend  called  my  attention  to 
some  moving  lines  from  Henry  King,  was  was  Bishop 
of  Chichester  in  the  seventeenth  century.  His 
wife,  younger  than  he, had  preceded  and  was  waiting 
for  him  — 


"Whose  more  years  might  crave 
A  just  precedence  to  the  grace". 

He  lingers  —  "But  hark",  he  says:  — 

"my  pulse,  like  a  soft  drum, 
Beats  my  approach,  tells  thee  I  come; 
And  slow  howe'er  my  marches  be 
I  shall  at  last  sit  down  by  thee. 

The  thought  of  this  bids  me  go  on 
And  wait  my  dissolution 
With  hope  and  comfort.  Dear —  forgive 
the  crime  —  I  am  content  to  live 
Divided  with  but  half  a  heart. 

Till  we  shall  meet  and  never  part". 


Isn't  that  lovely? 


Most  affectionately, 


J 


32uO  Henry  Hudson  Parkway, New  York  b3,N.Y., 

November  2o,lb47. 


Dear  Mrs.  Soeer: 

When  I  read  in  yesterday's  Times  of  the  death 
of  Dr. Soeer  myfirst  feeling  was  one  of  desolation 
at  the  loss  of  a  great  leader  in  the  advance  of 
the  Kingdcnm.But  my  seeond  was  one  of  deep  gratitude 
that  Gftd  had  given  such  a  man  for  so  long  a  period 
and  critical. 

Me  deeply  sympathize  wi^h  ■you  and  the  members  of 
your  family  in  your  grief .You  know  oetter  thanwe  the 
c.  e  and  onlybut  so  sure  source  of  true  comfort. 

We  enclose  a  little  poem  taht  has  helped  us. Sixteen  y 
years  have  passed  aince  I  was  closely  associated 
with  Robert  though  I  have  known  him  over  fifty  years. 

I  am  now  in  my  82d  year  and  shall  greatly  prize  and 
record  of  hislife  particularly  the  last  years  or 
since  his  retirement. 


Mrs .Laflamme  joins  me  in  this  expression  of 
sympathy. Not  being  sureof  your  present  address  I 
send  this  to  loo  Fifth  Avenue. 

Pardon  my  use  of  the  typewriter  but  my  pen  hand 
has  lost  its  cunn  ing. 


Yoursmost 


sincerely , 


Herbert  F. Laflamme. 
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HE  LEADETH  ME 

In  pastures  green?  Not  always;  sometimes  He, 
Who  knoweth  best, in  kindness  leadeth  me 
In  weary  ways,  where  heavy  shadows  be. 

Out  of  the  sunshine,  warm  and  soft  and  bright. 
Out  of  the  sunshine  into  darkest  night; 

I  oft  would  faint  with  terror  and  with  fright. 

Only  for  this  —  I  know  He  holds  my  hand; 

So,  whether  in  the  green  or  desert  land, 

I  trust,  although  I  may  not  understand. 

And  by  still  waters?  No,  not  always  so; 
Ofttimes  the  heavy  tempests  round  me  blow. 

And  o'er  my  soul  the  waves  and  billows  go. 

But  when  the  storm  beats  loudest,  and  I  cry 
Aloud  for  help,  the  Master  standeth  by, 

And  whispers  to  my  soul,  "Lo,  it  is  i!" 

Above  the  tempest  wild  I  hear  Him  say, 

"Beyond  this  darkness  lies  the  perfect  day;  • 

In  every  path  of  thine  I  lead  the  way." 

So,  whether  on  the  hill-tops,  high  and  fair, 

I  dwell,  or  in  the  sunless  valleys,  where 
The  shadows  lie  —  what  matter?  He  is  there. 

And  more  than  this;  where'er  the  pathway  lead. 
He  gives  to  me  no  helpless  broken  reed. 

But  His  own  hand,  sufficient  for  my  need. 

So,  where  He  leads  me  I  can  safely  go; 

And  in  the  blest  hereafter  I  shall  know 
Why,  in  His  wisdom.  He  hath  led  me  so. 
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BY  AIR  MAIL 


A  I  R  LETTER 

IF  ANYTHING  IS  ENCLOSED 
THIS  LETTER  WILL  BE  SENT 
BY  ORDINARY  MAIL. 
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